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“GREEN SPACE 
PROTECTION” VOTE

by Ken Keechl, 
Broward County Commissioner – District 4

As you know, the protection of 
our dwindling green spaces was a 
campaign promise I made to each 
of you.  And, as a result, I have led 
the charge on the Broward County 
Commission to protect our few re-
maining golf courses from residen-
tial conversions. As I also advised 
in my July 2007 article, “Making 
Campaign Promises A Reality,” my 
colleagues and I unanimously vot-
ed last year to begin the process of 
amending Broward’s Comprehen-
sive Land Use Plan by forwarding 
appropriate amendatory language to all of Broward’s munici-
palities for their review and comments.  

The proposed language, if approved by the County 
Commission at two public hearings, would make it Broward 

County’s official policy to “strongly discourage” the conver-
sion of these few remaining open spaces to residential devel-
opment. 

                                                      Continued on page 5

Is the end of our golf courses near?Is the end of our golf courses near?

FORT LAUDERDALE 
ORGANIZATION FORMS TO 
SAVE OUR LAST TWO GOLF 
COURSES AND MUCH MORE

By Steve Kelley

In an attempt to save what few green open spaces are 
left in Fort Lauderdale, a new group has formed to fight de-
velopment of our remaining parks, golf courses and other 
open spaces.

The Lauderdale Greenspace Coalition is a large group 
of concerned residents, civic leaders and even some build-
ers and developers.                         Continued on page 22
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STUDIO SCHOOL AT MOA | FL  One East Las Olas Blvd Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301  T: 954-525-5500  F: 954-524-6011  WWW.MOAFL.ORG

SCHOLARSHIPS 
MERIT & NEED BASED AVAILABLE GRADES 1-12

FIVE TWO-WEEK SESSIONS:
| JUNE 9-20 | JUNE 23-JULY 03 | JULY 7-18 |
| JULY 21-AUGUST 01 | AUGUST 04-15 |
TIMES: 9.30 AM - 3.30 PM MONDAY/FRIDAY 

Taught by local professional 
artists, these workshops offer 
focused instruction geared toward 

developing skills and knowledge of 
a particular medium or subject. 

Register early as space is limited!!

E A C H  2  -  W E E K  S E S S I O N  I S  $  3 5 0 . 0 0
MUSEUM MEMBER & MULTIPLE SESSION 
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE
Visit www.moafl.org to get more information 
about the Studio School and download registration 
forms. E-mail: education1@moafl.org, or call 
Education Department at 954 525 5500 ext 239.

2008
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The Fort Lauderdale City News is 
published monthly by City News and 
serves the 176,000 residents of Fort 
Lauderdale. Stephen M. Kelley, publish-
er, can be reached at (954) 564-1308.

Editorial Board
Tim Smith
Dan Lewis

Craig Sherritt
Ted Fling
Jon Albee

Ernest Kelley

Contributing Writers
Dr. Grayson Walker

Robert Cherin

Food and Entertainment
Kevin Lane

Rob Lowenberg

Advertising Sales: 
(954) 564-1308

Art Direction & Ad Design: 
Patti Smith - ads@citynewsfl.com

(954) 979-3276
www.citynewsfl.com

ADVERTISING RATES 
& SIZES

Deadlines for camera ready art and 
prepayment are the 10th of the month 
for the following month’s issue. Color 
ads are available - please call for prices. 
Adobe Acrobat files work best but we 
try to accommodate most graphic for-
mats. Our monthly advertising rates 
and ad dimensions are:

Full Page - 12.25 inches high by 
10.37 inches wide - $750

Half Page - 6.125 inches high by 
10.37 inches wide - $400.00

Quarter Page - 6.25 inches high 
by 5.10 inches wide - $240.00

For more information about adver-
tising please call Steve Kelley at (954) 
564-1308 or email your questions to 
ads@citynewsfl.com. 

Mail may be sent to:

Ft. Lauderdale City News
P. O. Box 347
300 E. Oakland Park Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334

Advertise in the 
Fort Lauderdale City News 

and reach 
60,000 residents of 

Fort Lauderdale!

Introductory Rates are 
affordable and start at 

$750 for a full page, 
$400 for a half page and only  

$240 for a quarter page.

Call Steve Kelley at 
(954) 564-1308 

for more information about
advertising to this huge and 

high-quality audience.
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Edd Helms Electric & Air Conditioning 
Established 1975 

Providing Quality Service & Products 24 Hours a Day

(954) 567-8947 or (800) 329-2520 

                

•Security Lighting    •24 Hour Service 
•Computer Cabling    •Trade Show Lighting 
•Landscape Lighting    •Infrared Scanning  
•Fuses to Circuit Breakers   •Data, Fiber Optics & 
•Emergency Generators    Voice Cabling Solutions 
•Computer & UPS Power   •Storm Restoration 
•Fire & Life Safety   •High Rise Power Restoration 

»    ™ Trane Air Conditioning Systems –  
 We Service All Other A/C Systems. 

» ™ Guardian Whole House Generators

» ™ Briggs & Stratton Whole House Generators

» ™ Lutron Lighting Control Systems
100% Financing Available for Qualified Customers 

Call Today for Information On: 
•FP&L’s HUGE Rebate Increase on Qualifying A/C Systems• 

•Deep Discounts on Select Briggs & Stratton Generator Systems• 
•Generator Close-Out Prices:  12KW - $2,275.  15KW - $2,835.     20KW - $3,628.•

Check Our Website for Additional Specials & Promotions. 

www.eddhelms.com
State Contracting License Numbers:  EC0000339 & CMC1249674

Full Service Electrical & HVAC Contracting

Residential & Commercial • Sales & Service • Estimates Available 
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BEHIND THE 
SCENES, 

DEVELOPERS’ 
LOBBYISTS ARE 

FIGHTING ATTEMPTS 
TO SAVE OUR GOLF 

COURSES
BUT YOU ALSO CAN 
LOBBY OUR COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS TO HELP 
SAVE THE CORAL RIDGE’S 

GOLF COURSES

           by Steve Kelley

By now, most Fort Lauderdale resi-
dents know that our two golf courses, 
American Golf Course and the Coral 
Ridge Country Club course, were re-
cently bought for a mere $17 million.  
For a whopping 210 acres this was a dirt 
cheap price. But there was a problem in 
that the property was zoned “park” and 
“open space;” zoning which would not 
permit development. 

Knowing this in advance of their 
purchase, the new owners figured they 
could simply get our elected officials to 
change existing zoning from “park” to 
“residential/commercial” and proceed 
nicely with full scale development. 

But to change the zoning, the de-
velopers would have to persuade both 
our City Commission and County Com-
mission to make zoning changes. 

With zoning changes, smart insid-
ers figured they could make a stunning 
$700 million in sales from their puny 
$17 million purchase.

Various neighborhood groups have 
formed to oppose development or “fill-
ing in” of these two golf courses - they 
have had considerable success. 

But now the developers have hired 
powerful lobbyists to quietly work on 

These nine County Commissioners 
can save our two golf courses. Right 
now, the developers’ lobbyists are 
busy talking to them. You should be 
too; call them.  

our County Commissioners and others 
in Fort Lauderdale to convince them of 
the need to make a zoning change fa-
vorable to their development.

Our County Commissioner Ken 
Keechl has worked hard to save our 
golf courses and has written strong 
language to amend Broward County’s 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan to help 
us save the last of our golf courses.

On March 25, 2008 our County 
Commission will hold a public hearing 
where you can voice your concerns 
about these proposed beneficial chang-
es to our Land Use Plan.

Here’s contact information for all 
nine County Commissioners. Remem-
ber that your emails to them become 
public record! County Commissioners 
Ken Keechl and Kristen Jacobs are al-
ready huge supporters.

Ilene Lieberman, (954) 357-7001 
ilieberman@broward.org

Kristen Jacobs, (954) 357-7002
kjacobs@broward.org

Stacy Ritter, (954) 357-7003
sritter@broward.org

Ken Keechl, (954) 357-7004
kkeechl@broward.org

Lois Wexler, (954) 357-7005, 
lwexler@broward.org

Suzanne Gunzburger, 
(954) 357-7006
sgunzburger@broward.com

John Rodstrom, (954) 357-7007
jrodstrom@broward.org

Diana Wasserman-Rubin, 
(954) 357-7008
dwassermanrubin@broward.org

Josephus Eggelletion, 
(954) 357-7009
jeggelletion@broward.org

P. S. Our local elected officials have 
done very little to help us. Mayor Naugle 
is indifferent and offers no imagination, 
creativity or initiative in dealing with the 
possible loss of so much greenspace. In-
credibly, in District One (where the golf 
courses are), City Commissioner Teel has 
actually indicated she favors develop-
ment of the golf courses. 

Teel is up for re-election in March, 
2009; her opponent is Inger Garcia 
who, like Ken Keechl in his 2006 cam-
paign, has promised to be a strong ally 
in our fight to save our Coral Ridge golf 
courses.

AN UPDATE ON THE 
“SAVE OUR GOLF 

COURSES” 
SURVEY SENT OUT IN 

FEBRUARY

          by Steve Kelley

In early February, 2008, a neigh-
borhood-wide survey to all 8,000 
residents of Coral Ridge was sent out 
through the Coral Ridge Monthly. 

It was a simple survey with 
2 basic questions: do you want 
to save the city’s last two golf 
courses - yes or no.

At presstime, hundreds of com-
pleted surveys had been returned 
as if from one mind: 94% absolutely 
wanted to save our golf courses. More 
surveys are coming in at over 50 per 
day. 

Another update will appear next 
month.

In 2006, the first survey we put 
out showed over 90% is full support 
of saving our golf courses.

In a second survey, residents of 
Old Coral Ridge enthusiastically sup-
ported preserving our golf courses 
around rates of an amazing 93%. Old 
Coral Ridge is the area along Bayview 
Drive south of Oakland Park Blvd. 
south to Sunrise Blvd. 

These surveys are very important 
as our mayor and city commissioners 
will be forced to see what you think is 
important. 

If you think about it, who else will 
conduct honest surveys that truly re-
spect Coral Ridge residents? The Sun 
Sentinel? The developers?

A copy of the survey is on page 6. 
Complete it and send it in if you want 
your voice heard at our City Com-
mission and the appropriate adviso-
ry boards. Our two Coral Ridge golf 
courses really are at stake.

Questions: call Steve Kelley at 
(954) 564-1308.

Keechl - continued from page 1
Moreover, any applicant who never-

theless decided to seek such a land use 
change would be required a) to specifi-
cally mitigate the loss of open space in 
the surrounding residential neighbor-
hood and b) to provide a Phase I and 
Phase II environmental report docu-
menting the absence of environmental 
contamination, a difficult endeavor due 
to the traditional use and build up of 
pesticides and arsenic-laden herbicides 
on Broward’s golf courses.

A number of cities, including Coo-
per City, Pembroke Pines, Plantation, 
and Oakland Park, responded favorably 
to my proposal. However, a number of 
cities (backed by land speculators and 
powerful lobbyists) responded nega-
tively and are actively campaigning 
against the land use amendment. These 
individuals are making untruthful and 
disingenuous arguments directly to my 
colleagues on the County Commission 
in private meetings.  

For example, rumor has it they are 
arguing that the proposal is a “takings” 
of their property.  Obviously it’s not an 
unconstitutional “takings” because the 
owners never had the legal right to build 
any homes on their golf courses.  By 
analogy, can you demolish your home 
and build a commercial warehouse in 
its place?  Of course not. I could go on 
with the ludicrous arguments, but you 
get the idea. 

Florida’s Sunshine Law pro-
hibits me from personally talking 
to my colleagues about the im-
portance of protecting Broward’s 
golf courses and refuting these 
arguments.  Unlike the lobbyists, I 
have to wait until the public hear-
ing and hope it’s not too late. For-
tunately, Florida’s Sunshine law 
doesn’t prohibit you from person-
ally lobbying my colleagues right 
now.

The first important Broward County 
Commission public hearing on this mat-
ter is currently scheduled for March 25, 
2008. I encourage each of you to show 
up and show your support. But if you 
can’t take off from work or you have to 
watch the kids, you can still help us pro-
tect Broward.  

You can email or call my colleagues 
right now and tell them that you are a 
voter and you support protecting our 
remaining golf courses from residential 
conversions.  You can obtain contact in-
formation from Broward County’s web-
site at www.broward.org or by calling 
954-357-7000.  You can also call our of-
fice if you need contact information.

I will report back after March 25th, 
2008.  Until then, my best to you and 
your families.

Saving our Greenspace
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American and Coral Ridge Golf Course
Development Survey 

A proposed change of land use and zoning in our neighborhood 
Please read, voice your opinion, and return this survey to:

   You have been asked to take a position regarding a potential land use change and zoning change in 
our community. There is a strong possibility that the Ft. Lauderdale City Council and Broward 
County Commission will be asked, in the near future, to change the Park and Open Space zoning on 
part of the American and Coral Ridge golf course properties. The request for change would allow for 
the construction of additional residences on land presently, and lawfully, zoned as Park and Open 
Space and has a Land use designation of Recreation  
   This possibility of a zoning change is the result of the recent sale of the Coral Ridge Country Club 
and the American Golf Course. It is our understanding that the new owners intend to request an 
amendment to the Land Use Plan that would allow significant development, both commercial 
and residential, on land which is currently protected with designation of Park-Open Space.  
   The results will be compiled and shared with City, County and Government officials.  This does 
not, in any way, preclude you as a resident, from continuing to voice your opinion and assert your 
position with regard to this matter. 
   Please help us to fairly represent you by completing this survey. Your voice is extremely important 
to us. Each survey must be completed in its entirety 

NAME:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:   _________________________________________________________________________

Signature    _____________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail (optional)_____________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE CHECK ONE LINE 

_________   City, County and Government Officials should OPPOSE this zoning and  
land use change. 

_________    City, County and Government Officials should SUPPORT this zoning and 
 land use change. 

Please return to: 
Lauderdale Greenspace Coalition 

P. O. Box 11824 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33339 

Survey courtesy of the Coral Ridge Monthly
For more information call (954) 564-1308

Take our Greenspace Survey
CITY OF FORT 
LAUDERDALE 
COMMUNITY 

APPEARANCE AWARD 
APPLICATIONS 

Presented each year by the Fort Lauderdale 
City Commission and the Community Appearance 
Board, the awards recognize homeowners, hom-
eowner associations, architects, developers and 
builders for projects that enhance the City’s visual 
image and economic vitality. 

Applications may be submitted for either con-
struction or renovation projects in the following 
categories:

Commercial – Low-rise (1 - 4 stories), High-
rise (5 stories or more)
Institutional
Landscape/Garden – Commercial, Residen-
tial, Waterfront, Xeriscape
Multifamily Residence – Low-rise (1 - 4 sto-
ries), High-rise (5 stories or more)
Parks and Recreation
Retail
Single Family Residence

 -Up to 2,000 square feet 
 -2,000 - 4,000 square feet
 -More than 4,000 square feet

Special Projects
Waterfront Properties

 
Eligibility Requirements:

In order for properties to be eligible for an 
award, the following requirements must be met:
 

Properties must be located within the City 
of Fort Lauderdale’s corporate limits and 
must be visible from a public thoroughfare
Projects must have been completed within 
the past two years 
The property owner must authorize the 
award submission
New construction projects must have a 
Certificate of Occupancy or a Temporary 
Certificate of Occupancy issued by the 
City’s Planning and Zoning Department

Applications are due by 5 p.m. on Friday, March 
14, 2008 and are available on the City of Fort Lau-
derdale website at www.fortlauderdale.gov under 
the “What’s New” section on the home page, or by 
calling 954.828.4755.  

 
The Community Appearance Board selects 

winning properties based on a site review of the 
project’s exterior, the structure and outdoor space, 
as well as how the project visually enhances the 
surrounding community.

•

•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

This Survey will help make your voice heard by city officials. This survey has only two        
questions: should we save Fort Lauderdale’s last two golf courses or “develop” them with more 
townhouses, strip malls, condos and houses. 

Fort Lauderdale is “built out” and is in the process of infilling its remaining open spaces 
with more development. Be sure to read the front page story about the importance of saving 
what’s left of our precious open and green spaces.

Please complete this survey and send it to the address shown at the bottom of the survey. 
Questions: call Steve Kelley at (954) 564-1308.
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Arts ShowcaseArts Showcase Dedicated to
the Arts

ART AND JAZZ IN 
VICTORIA PARK 

COMING 
MARCH 30:

AN INVITATION 
FROM 

JEANNE LALLI
Oh, what to do on March 30th 

that involves art, music and is held in a 
park in one of Fort Lauderdale’s most 

unique neighborhoods?   That’s easy: 
bring friends, family and even a stranger 
you just met to Victoria Park and take in 
the Third Annual Art and Jazz in Victoria 
Park event.  The event is open from noon 
to 4 p.m. for neighbors and friends to 
browse the displays of a variety of art-
ists and craftspeople while enjoying the 
music of the Cindy Curtis Band in the 
gazebo and the magic sax of the wan-
dering Didier Laboissiere.  Adding to 
the artsy atmosphere will be children’s 
booths offering opportunities for paint-
ing on easels and creating sculptures 
from recycled materials, as well as the 
traditional face painting. A mime will  
also be spotted holding a pose, chal-
lenging all to cause movement. 

 The park is located at the eastern 

end of Broward Boulevard where it joins 
Victoria Park Road.  If you are driving, 
parking is at the offices of EDSA located 

at 1512 East Bro-
ward Boulevard.

Among the 
featured artists 
this year will be 
two woodcarv-
ers whose work is 
all done by hand.  
Lisa Ruggiero of 
Dry River Carv-
ing offers more 
realistic work in-
spired by natural 
themes. For ex-
ample, her fish 
range from an ex-
actly carved small 
mouthed bass 
to a funkier crea-
ture, replete with 
colors not found 
in nature. Milton 
Danziger creates 
more abstract 
wood sculptures 
that wiggle and 
wind up from 
their pedestals. 

Fine artists 
Linda Bernhard and Nikol Johnson will 
be returning to this year’s event. Lin-
da’s work is bright and expressive and 
includes watercolors and oils.  Nikol’s 
work is more abstract, but equally 
flowing and expressive.  Based on the         

sensuality of the female form, her 
shapes include parts of the body in 
various interconnections.     

This event is organized by the 
Aesthetics Committee of the Victoria 
Park Civic Association. It was started 
three years ago after Hurricane Wil-
ma and offered recorded music, hot 
dogs, and impatiens for sale along 
with several experts to help residents 

figure out how to replant, trim damaged 
trees, etc. to start to bring life back to 
the neighborhood.  It has grown to be 
an important neighborhood fundraiser 
with proceeds going to help maintain 
the neighborhood’s entranceways and 
other common areas.   

This year’s theme is “Going Green” 
and will include opportunities to learn 
about such things as composting and 

orchid growing, as well 
as viewing an art exhibit 
of creations made from 
recycled materials. In ad-
dition, the famous Green 
Bins that the city is now 
offering as part of their 
recycling program will be 
displayed and available on 
the spot for residents to 
take home or arrange to 
have delivered. 

Save the date:  March 
30 from noon to 4 p.m. 
For further information, 
feel free to call 954-467- 
2008.  See you there. 

Art courtesy of Jeanne Dawson LalliArt courtesy of Jeanne Dawson Lalli
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OUTDOOR AESTHETICS IN FORT 
LAUDERDALE SET TO IMPROVE 

WITH THE ELIMINATION OF 
RACK BLIGHT

                                              by Steve Kelley

In February, 2008, our city commission voted to begin the process of eradicat-
ing thousands of unsightly newspaper racks scattered throughout the city. These 
boxes are mostly on public property and have been eyesores for decades. They 
are often unmaintained, filled with litter (and worse), abandoned and generally a 
public nuisance. Often over the years, one publication would put down a single 
box only to see many others suddenly appear as in the photo shown here.

The city is forcing publishers who want outdoor racks to get a permit and 
pay for space in attractive city-owned black boxes that will be bolted to ground. 
Permits would greatly limit the placement of boxes on the public rights of way. 
The vote was 3 to 2 with City Commissioner Charlotte Rodstrom voting against 
this new law. The Sun Sentinel fought against it as well because they would have 
to spend money to comply with the new rules. Look for a dramatic reduction in 
rack blight soon.

The Fort Lauderdale City News does not use these outdoor boxes whatso-
ever choosing instead to mail the publication to subscribers.
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MIDDLE RIVER TERRACE 
CELEBRATES ITS LAST CRIME WALK
WITH 13TH STREET BLOCK PARTY

                        
                                                          By Steve Kelley

On January 25th, nearly 300 people, 400 hamburgers and hot dogs, City Com-
missioner, State Representative, Mayor of Wilton Manors,  City Manager George 
Gretsas, Police Chief Bruce Roberts, Neighborhood Presidents, and all kinds of 
dignitaries participated in an old fashioned street party to celebrate Middle River 
Terrace’s 700th anti-crime walk. 

Organized by  As-
sociation president, 
Tim smith, 13th Street 
was blocked off for 4 
hours and was the 
site of BBQ, music, 
neighborhood net-
working and awards 

ceremonies for our great neighborhood police officers. It was lots of fun and in the 
end raised $100 in profit for the neighborhood.

Of course, the main event of the evening was the recognition of individual Fort 
Lauderdale police officers who have been especially helpful to Middle River Terrace 
and surrounding neighborhoods. They include:

 
Major Anthony Williams, Officer Ed Jackson 
Lt. Mitch Van Sant, Sgt. Mike Dimaggio 
Sgt. Donnel Bryant, Officer Kernodle
Officer Derrick Bartlett, Sgt. Jon Appel 
Sgt. Robbie Blish, Sgt. Tony Vinson
Officer Barbara Barrett, Officer Scott Neilly
Officer John Joliet, Officer Ivory Nelson
Officer John Rendo, Sgt. Steve Celfo 
Sgt. Charlie Studders, Sgt. Hector Martinez 
Officer Frank Foulks, Officer Joyce Fleming

Sgt. Larry Abrams, Sgt. Glen Gavic                    
Officer Tim Babbitt, Assistant Chief Frank Adderley 

Lakeridge recognized:
 
Officer Chris Reyes, Officer Mark Lenihan
Det. Mark Shotwell, Det. Jack Gee
Det. Clay Barrett, Det. Rick Maglione
Asst. Chief Bob Montagano, Asst. Chief Chuck Drago
Capt. Rick Szymanski, Capt. B.W. Smith

South Middle River generously 
recognized:
 
Officer Brian Kaplan, Capt. Tom  

 Harrington
Major Paul Kiley, Officer Snow
Officer Robinson, Officers O’Bien
Junia Jeantilus

Victoria Park recognized these 
fine officers:
 
Det. Estelle Abrams, Asst. Chief Bobby Carter
Det. Wade Brabble, Off. Chuck Sierra
Off. Scott Russell, Off. Jamie Costas
Capt. Raul Diaz

Many of these officers, and others not mentioned, received engraved plaques 
as thanks for a job well done on our behalf. When you see these officers be sure to 
thank them - our neighborhood benefits greatly from their work! The evening was 
capped off with musical performances and even dancing. Hopefully, no more crime 
walks will be needed in Middle River Terrace. 

To learn more about this special evening call Steve Kelley at (954) 564-1308.

MIDDLE RIVER TERRACE 5th ANNUAL DOG DAY IN THE PARK
Saturday, April 5, 2008, 11:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

at MIDDLE RIVER TERRACE PARK, 1340 NE 5th Terrace, Fort Lauderdale 
(corner of Dixie Hwy and NE 13th Street)

MAKE YOUR DOG A STAR!

By Mark Hensel
It’s that time of year again!  A time for dog lovers everywhere to come to-

gether to show off their canines and join in the fun at the 5th annual Middle 
River Terrace Dog Day in the Park event.  This year’s event is sure to be the best 
ever and will host a variety of pet adoption agencies, great community vendors, 
scrumptious food, live entertainment, games and best of all judged contests that 
encourage your mutts to strut their stuff. Contest categories include “dog-owner 
look-a-like,” the “most marvelous mutt,” and “best dog trick,” to name a few.  
This event will benefit the Middle River Terrace Neighborhood Association which 
works diligently to improve your community through neighborhood beautifica-
tion projects and crime reduction.  In addition, Dog Day promotes pet adoptions 
and is a great place for our canine-friendly community to come together and 
celebrate man’s (and woman’s) best friend.  

So bring your mutts, your hounds, your pedigrees and terriers.  Bring the 
whole family and some friends, too.  You’ll have a great time, your pups will love 

it and you might even walk away with a prize!  Tickets to the event are $2.00 per 
person.  

For more information and to volunteer or donate to this worthy event, please 
call the Dog Days Event Committee Chair, Mark Hensel at t 954-410-8200.

“Dog Day in the Park”
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Candidates’ Stump
Skip Campbell 

announces Candidacy 
for the Florida State 
Senate - District 25

         by Skip Campbell

Floridians long dismayed over the 
inability of state government to tackle 
escalating property insurance rates, 
skyrocketing gas prices, and high dol-
lar contracts to special interests may 
soon regain one of their strongest al-
lies in Tallahassee.

Skip Campbell on Wednesday an-
nounced his candidacy for Florida Sen-
ate District 25. The tireless champion 
for consumers’ rights and children’s 
interests said he intended to reestab-
lish a voice for the majority of Florid-
ians who have become disillusioned 
by the status quo.

“When elected, I will take on the 
pay-to-play culture that corrupts our 
state politics and provide a voice for 
the people of Florida who feel too of-
ten neglected by their government,” 
said Campbell.

The Ft. Lauderdale Democrat, 
who previously served for a decade 
in the Legislature, was known for his 
maverick opposition to the insurance 
industry’s attempts to overrun state 
regulators for higher rates, his struggle 
to suspend the state’s gas tax to ease 
the high fuel price Floridians faced at 
the pump, and his lone battle to lo-
cate state contracts worth millions of 
dollars sent offshore to places such 
as India. Campbell also made history 
when, along with another Demo-
cratic lawmaker, he sued the state 
Department of Education to force the 
agency to reveal the inadequate skills 
of temporary workers grading the 
controversial FCAT exam.

“Since leaving the Senate, I have 
watched the Republican-dominated 
Florida Legislature continue to move 
in the wrong direction. Something 
needs to be done,” said Campbell. 
“The go-along-to-get-along policies 
have brought our state to the edge of 
a financial cliff that threatens to topple 
the quality of life Floridians expect in 
the Sunshine State and their ability to 
pay for it. 

“We need a fighter in the Tallahas-
see ring. Not another special interest 
ringer.”

First elected in 1996, Skip Camp-
bell’s advocacy for the little guy ex-
tended to more than just Tallahassee. 
An attorney, Campbell successfully 
took on some of the most powerful 
corporations, such as State Farm, Du-

Pont, Roche, and Allstate.
Raised in a deeply religious blue-

collar family, Campbell learned first-
hand the value of hard work and de-
termination. Married to his wife Lynn 
for 37 years, one of his fondest memo-
ries is the financially strapped couple’s 
first Christmas together. Asked what 
she wanted for Christmas, Campbell’s 
wife simply replied, “A pot roast.”

In the community, Skip Campbell 
is a past chairman of the local National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society, board mem-
ber for Kids in Distress, and member 
of the Legal Advocates Committee of 
the Miami Project to Cure Paralysis.

The 25th District of the Florida 
Senate is currently represented by Re-
publican Jeff Atwater, who is slated 
to be the next Senate President if he 
manages to survive his reelection bid.  
Atwater is most known for his close 
ties to big business groups, particu-
larly insurance companies who have 
contributed over $250,000 to his 
campaigns and political action com-
mittees.  

Gwyn Clarke-Reed Candidate for 
Florida State House-District 92 

Focuses on the Issues
Unleashing The State’s 

Potential Through 
Education

    “Education is not the filling of a 
pail, but the lighting of a fire,” states Wil-
liam Butler Yeats.  “Education’s purpose 

is to replace 
an empty 
mind with an 
open one,” 
says Malcolm 
Forbes. Ac-
tor Edward 
James Olmos 
shares that, 
“Education is 
the vaccine 
for violence.” 
B e n j a m i n 

Franklin said, “An investment in knowl-
edge pays the best interest.” G.K. Ches-
terton commented, “Education is simply 
the soul of a society as it passes from 
one generation to another.”

     Gwyn Clarke-Reed, candidate for 
Florida State House District 92, a retired 
educator, understands the power of ed-
ucation completely and stands ready to 
confront this critical issue in Tallahassee.

    “As outlined in Amendment Six 
of the Florida Constitution, the provision 
of safe, effective, quality and accessible 
education for all Floridians is essential for 
fueling the state’s continued economic 

development. Quality education is criti-
cal to meeting the workforce needs of 
current and future employers, particu-
larly in view of emerging industries do-
ing business in Florida; superior educa-
tion is paramount for our citizenry, as it is 
fundamental to fostering preparedness 
for participation in today’s information 
age,” Clarke-Reed shares.

Continuing, Clarke-Reed points 
out, “To achieve this objective, a com-
mitment to crafting funding strategies 
which allocate vital resources to sup-
port a high-performing public educa-
tion system must be made on the state 
and local levels. Class size, teacher pay, 
accountability, as well as expectations 
about learning outcomes and student 
achievement are issues in addition to 
the funding question that collectively 
legislators, educators, and all stakehold-
ers must address proactively if perfor-
mance gaps are to be bridged.”

The future of Florida is intricately 
linked to the quality of its educational 
system, coupled with the state’s abil-
ity to prepare its workforce for the de-
mands of a marketplace dominated 
by globalization and technological ad-
vancement. 

 While Florida has made progress, as 
reported on line at FloridaPerforms.com, 
the statistics are still quite startling. 

According to the Florida Depart-
ment of Education, Broward County’s 
graduation rate in 2006-07 was 66.3%, 
diminishing from 67.8% in 2005-06; in-
dicating a cohort drop-out rate of over 
33%.  A cohort drop-out rate reflects 
completion rates for all ninth graders 
who four years later graduate from high 
school. Event drop-out rates are more 
commonly reported as they are lower 
and denote only those students who 
leave during a given school year. Bro-
ward County reports an event drop-out 
rate of 3.2 percent in 2006-07; clearly 
event drop-out rates paint quite a differ-
ent portrait.

 A recent analysis of US Department 
of Education data conducted by Johns 
Hopkins researchers for The Associated 
Press, entitled “Are US Schools Drop-out 
Factories?” ranks Florida second in the 
country as a drop-out factory, just trail-
ing South Carolina. A drop-out factory 
is defined as a “high school where no 
more than 60 percent of the students 
who start as freshmen make it to their 
senior year.”  

Measuring Up 2006, a national re-
port card with an aim of providing the 
public and policymakers with informa-
tion to enhance secondary and post-
secondary education across the nation 
states, “Florida’s underperformance in 
educating its young population could 
limit the state’s access to a competitive 

workforce and weaken its economy 
over time. As the well-educated baby 
boomer generation begins to retire, the 
diverse young population that will re-
place it does not appear prepared edu-
cationally to maintain or enhance the 
state’s position in a global economy.”

The United States loses $192 billion, 
or 1.6% of the Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) annually as a result of 18 year 
olds who do not complete high school, 
reports the America’s Career Resource 
Network Association. The provision of 
intensive career development informa-
tion has proven effective in turning the 
tide.

Gwyn Clarke-Reed comments, “It 
is time that we move from merely re-
structuring schools to a comprehen-
sive restructuring of education. Florida 
State University found that teaching 
and modeling planful competence ul-
timately yields greater achievements in 
work and school above and beyond the 
influences of class, race/ethnicity and 
gender.  Expanding student exposure to 
career development, engaging students 
in career development exploration com-
mencing in elementary school, and the 
use of career academies have proven 
to be best practices in improving both 
student engagement and overall school 
achievement. Research shows that iden-
tifying career interests, matching the ac-
ademic requirements to those choices, 
and determining education and training 
options allows students to find meaning 
in their school participation.” 

Focused intently on the state’s fu-
ture growth, Clarke-Reed sees tremen-
dous promise in the Florida Career and 
Professional Act. Created to serve as a 
statewide strategic planning partner-
ship between the business and educa-
tion communities “in order to attract, 
expand and retain targeted, high-value 
industry and to sustain a strong knowl-
edge-based economy,” the act is poised 
to better link middle and high school 
curriculum, career education, postsec-
ondary training opportunities and fu-
ture work. 

Fashioning educational systems 
that assist students to acquire 21st cen-
tury foundational, technical and soft skill 
competencies, while aiding them to ful-
ly comprehend the connection between 
school and career pathways is the task 
ahead, and Gwyn Clarke-Reed is ready 
to lead this dialogue and champion 
workable solutions.

 Gwyndolen Clarke-Reed would like 
to hear from you.  Please email her at 
gwyncrcampaign@bellsouth.net.

    Gwyndolen, “Gwyn” Clarke-Reed 
would like to hear from you. Email her 
at gwyncrcampaign08@bellsouth.net.
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More Candidates’ Stump
Meet 

Dr. Earlean C. Smiley:  
A Fresh Voice in 

Tallahassee
Candidate for Florida 

Senate District 29

Dr. Earlean Smiley is employed as 
the Deputy Superintendent for Curricu-
lum and Instruction/Student Support for 
Broward Public Schools, the 
sixth largest fully accredited 
school district in the nation. 
She supervises all aspects of 
administration including lo-
cal, state, and federal pro-
grams, with an instructional 
and non-instructional staff of 
approximately 800 employ-
ees in 29 departments.  She 
manages a budget of $185 
million within a district op-
erating budget of approxi-
mately $5 billion.

Smiley’s biography pro-
vides a glimpse into the for-
mation of her leadership skills.  Born as 
the third of four children to Mary and 
Fred Collins on August 2,1951, she grew 
up in the “free state of Jones County,” 
in that part of south Mississippi’s “Piney 
Woods” that lies between the opulent 
country club elite and the impoverished 
cotton fields of sharecroppers.  Smiley 
was an active participant in student ac-
tivities and held a number of leadership 
positions in organizations such as Stu-
dent Council, Delta Debs, Drama Club, 
and she was Recording Secretary of her 
church’s Sunday School. This pattern for 
leadership continued through college, 
where she was active in social justice 
issues and held class office during her 
sophomore year.  

Although her parents did not have 
the opportunity to complete high 
school, they were adamant that their 
children would know the value of an 
education.  Pursuit of a college degree 
was expected of Earlean, her sisters and 
brother.  In fact, they were reminded of 
this regularly at the dinner table.   

With her high school senior year ap-
proaching and two sisters in college it 
proved quite a challenge for her parents 
to send her to a four-year college. Deter-
mined to attend college, Earlean applied 
for and received financial aid based on 

her academic record.  She left Mississippi 
to attend Dillard University in New Or-
leans, Louisiana, where she majored in 
Drama, Speech and English. Graduating 
with honors early, after the first semester 
of year four, she married and moved to 
Fort Lauderdale where she began her 
career as a special education teacher 
at Northeast High School in Broward, 
instead of making her debut on Broad-
way.  She would later go on to teach at 
Hollywood Hills and Blanche Ely High 

Schools.

In the mid-
eighties, Earlean 
pursued graduate 
studies in Admin-
istration and Su-
pervision at Nova 
Southeastern Uni-
versity, where she 
received a Master 
of Science de-
gree.   In 1991 she 
earned her Doc-
torate Degree in 
Curriculum & In-
struction from the 

University of South Dakota in Vermillion, 
South Dakota.  

Smiley has been highly recognized 
by the community for her accomplish-
ments. This year she was honored as 
one of the Top 25 Most Influential Black 
Women in South Florida; the NAACP 
presented her with its Advocacy Award; 
Carrie P. Meek presented her with the 
Carrie P. Meek Outstanding Leadership 
Award; she was honored by the Sistrunk 
Historical Festival Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award 2007, and was recognized 
by the American Association of Univer-
sity Women at its International Women’s 
Day 2006. 

With the experience of an accom-
plished administrator and the admira-
tion of the community for her leadership 
and volunteer efforts, Dr. Earlean Smiley 
is ready to bring her fresh voice to Tal-
lahassee.

“I will work to ensure our tax bur-
den is shared equally; I will encourage a 
positive business development climate, 
and to support this climate, an educat-
ed workforce; I will work to control our 
water uses and explore all options; and 
I will work to remind all people that we 
are more alike than different.”  

Dr. Earlean C. Smiley

Earlean wants to hear from you.  
Send her an email at Earlean@earleans-
miley.com.  

FORT LAUDERDALE WILL 
SURVIVE,

DESPITE PROPERTY TAX 
AMENDMENT

        By Cindi Hutchinson

The property tax amendment voters 
passed in January will have a devastat-
ing impact on a lot of municipalities, 
forcing them 
to slash their 
budgets just 
to provide ba-
sic services to 
residents.  But 
I’m pleased to 
say Fort Lau-
derdale isn’t in 
that position.

Of course, 
we’ll be mak-
ing cuts, as we 
might be doing anyway.  I believe it’s 
imperative to closely review the budget 
and monitor progress every budget cy-
cle to ensure we’re spending your mon-
ey wisely.  Fort Lauderdale, however, 
isn’t in the same position of other cities 
because we’ve been diligent about re-
building our credit history.

We’ve been on solid financial foot-
ing for a few years now.  It wasn’t that 
long ago, you may remember, that we 
faced a budget crisis, with no reserve 
and a plunging credit rating.  Our in-
terim city manager did the hard work 
of slashing budgets, cutting costs, and 
getting us in position to move forward.  
Once we hired a permanent city man-
ager, we built on that hard work and set 

about restoring Fort Lauderdale’s good 
name.

Today, we’ve raised our credit rating 
-- Moody’s and Standard and Poor’s, 
the two investment firms that rate cit-
ies’ performances, put us near the top 
of the chart.

And while we’re in the midst of the 
property slowdown that is happening 
across the country, we still have new 
projects coming online, which will ul-
timately expand our tax base.  New 
developments on Andrews Avenue in 
downtown and on Sistrunk Boulevard 
will improve and jumpstart important 
neighborhoods that have been over-
looked.

My goal in this process is to ensure 
that essential services remain intact.  I 
can’t say that there’s a lot of fat to be 
trimmed anywhere, but we know that 
there are cuts to be made.  The five 
members of the Commission all have 
different ideas and priorities, but at the 
end of the day we’ll come to agreement 
on what’s best for the city. 

I’m not putting a happy face on the 
situation, or just glossing over potential 
hardships.  The simple truth is that we 
planned for the worst because we just 
came through the worst.  We’ve been 
battle-tested, and we survived.  Fort 
Lauderdale is still rising.

Cindi Hutchinson is a candidate for 
mayor of Fort Lauderdale.  A Fort Lau-
derdale native, she is a three-term mem-
ber of the City Commission, a commu-
nity leader, and a member of numerous 
boards.  For more information please 
check out www.OurCindi.com.
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ABOUT ADRIANE REESEY: 

CANDIDATE FOR 
BROWARD COUNTY 

SUPERVISOR OF 
ELECTIONS

Ms. Reesey began her criminal jus-
tice career with the 
Johnstown Police 
Department Juve-
nile Bureau in the 
summer of 1977. 
For 30 years, she has 
worked in correc-
tions, law enforce-
ment, and its periph-
ery working toward 
understanding and 

equal justice. Her education and experi-
ence culminate an eclectic background. 
Ms. Reesey has completed her Masters 
degree at Florida International Univer-
sity in Criminal Justice Administration, 
and has been working toward comple-
tion of a Doctoral Degree in Business 
Administration. 

Ms. Reesey has served in the ca-
pacities of a sergeant in the United 
States Army stationed at Leavenworth 
Prison, felony probation officer, forensic 
aftercare substance abuse supervisor, 
violence prevention program developer, 
court liaison, juvenile program manager, 
therapist and Adjunct Instructor in her 
career path of Criminal Justice.

The culmination of her work in 
those areas allowed her to be selected 
for a position serving a 21 (twenty one) 
county area in the State of North Caroli-
na Department of Corrections, assisting 
counties with the implementation of 
“Alternatives to Incarceration” program-
ming in those respective counties.  

Ms. Reesey’s current assignment 
within the Broward County Sheriff’s 
Office is as a Community Involvement 
Specialist and she functions as an active 
liaison between boards, the commu-
nity, school districts, various commu-
nity agencies, and the Sheriff’s Office, 
to include participating in community 
forums.

Ms. Reesey provides presentations 
to the community, boards, and civic 
associations regarding programs and 
projects under her charge. Further she 
prepares reports regarding programs 
and projects, to include addressing any 
relevant community issues and poten-
tial problems.

She also is an Adjunct Professor at 
the Florida ITT Technical Institute teach-
ing Criminal Justice in their nighttime 
Bachelors of Criminal Justice Studies 
Program.

Organizational appointments in-

clude current Chair of the Human Rights 
Board of Broward County, and Board 
Director on the Broward County Crime 
Commission. 

Further she has served on the City 
of Ft Lauderdale Community Services 
Board. Ms. Reesey is the very first wom-
an to be named as Chairperson of the 
Broward County Human Rights Board 
since its inception.

Ms. Reesey has received a num-
ber of awards for outstanding service 
throughout her career, and looks for-
ward to continued public service with 
quality and caring.

Ms. Reesey’s political training has 
consisted of:

Ray Bliss Institute - Texas  
Emily’s List, Camp Wellstone, DFA –    
Democracy for America, Victory Fund 
Training.

Education:
Kennedy-Western University –  

Wyoming, PhD in Business Administra-
tion, 2007

Florida International University  
Miami Florida, Master of Science Degree 
in Criminal Justice Administration, 1992

Park College,  Parkville, Missouri 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminal 
Justice Administration, 1986

For more information call 
954.594.3363.

COUNTING DEMOCRACY

         by Adriane Reesey

Counting votes, what is the big deal 
anyway? One person, one vote, and then 
the will of the people is heard, right? In 
the past, both playwrights and dictators 
agreed that it was not so much the vot-
ing that was important, but the actual 
counting. Tom Stoppard, a humanitar-
ian playwright, fled the Nazi invasion in 
1939 from his home in Czechoslovakia. 
His family was then again forced to run 
in fear, escaping the Japanese invasion 
of Singapore in 1941. He was a fasci-
nating man, who, through his plays, 
attempted to enlighten people on sub-
jects related to human rights.  Stoppard 
was also very concerned with counting 
votes.

Joseph Stalin, on the other hand, a 
brutal dictator, although he never faced 
a “popular election,” also weighed in 
as a proponent of counting votes. Sta-
lin, much like other dictators, often car-
ried out brutal reprisals against anyone 
who would not vote in accord with 
him. Whether he was trying to demean 
democracies by uttering the statement 
was unclear. 

These two men who are in oppo-
sition to each other both diametrically 
and philosophically, did, however, utter 

VETERANS CUTS HURT, 
NOT HELP, FLORIDA’S 

BUDGET

         By Mark LaFontaine

There are more than 1.8 million vet-
erans living in Florida.  There is no doubt 
that, no matter your perspective on cur-
rent conflicts, we all owe a debt of grati-
tude to the brave men and women who 
defended our country over the years.  
That’s why it’s a shame that Governor 
Crist’s budget delivers such a slap in the 
face to our valiant fellow citizens.

According to numerous newspaper 
reports, the Governor’s budget slashes 
funding for the Florida Department of 
Veterans Affairs from $77 million to $60 
million, a cut of 21.5 percent.  The DVA 
received the third-largest cut among the 
state’s 33 agencies.

Is this any way to run a govern-
ment?

I’m a veteran of the US Coast 
Guard, and serve as a board member of 
the Broward Veterans Services Council, 
as well as run the Gold Coast chapter 
of American Veterans for Equal Rights 
as their president and national treasur-
er.  AVER is a non-profit association of 
reserve and veteran service members 
dedicated to full and equal rights and 
equitable treatment for all present and 
former members of the US Armed Forc-
es.  We focus on ensuring veterans are 
treated fairly, on issues like health care 
and other benefits.

the concerns of properly counting votes. 
Recently, voters here in Broward County 
exercised their right to vote. The local 
paper espoused a “fantastic” turnout of 
37% overall.  Subsequently, the voters 
were treated to the pleasant accounts 
and experiences and of only “140 com-
plaints.” Not widely discussed was the 
fact that Broward County Precinct D-1 
experienced a turnout of 110%. This 
occurrence, nevertheless, was glossed 
over by the local “mainstream media.”

WOW…call me a math nerd, but 
how is a 110% turnout possible? If 930 
people are registered voters in Precinct 
D-1 and 1,028 people voted, for a to-
tal of 1,028 votes, then something is 
amiss? A 105.37% turnout? Surely, this 
is something to think about in choosing 
a supervisor of elections. 

Adriane Reesey is a Community Su-
pervision Specialist with the Broward 
County Sheriffs’ Office and a candidate 
for Broward County Supervisor of Elec-
tions.

For more information call 
954.594.3363.

Now, we all realize Floridians are 
hurting.  Our economy is stumbling, 
gas prices keep rising, our drought con-
tinues, and the next hurricane season is 
just around the corner.  Add to that the 
burden of municipalities having to cut 
services to accommodate the revenue 
shortfall left by the property tax amend-
ment, and you’ve got a recipe for un-
certainty.

And that’s the rub – Governor 
Crist championed the property tax cut 
amendment that voters passed in Jan-
uary, giving homeowners a break of 
about $240 a year on their property 
taxes, but ensuring that other services 
are cut.  Services veterans rely on.

As a candidate for the State Legis-
lature from House District 92, I find this 
appalling.  As an accountant and finan-
cial professional, I make my living help-
ing people protect their interests.  From 
where I stand, no one has been served 
well.  It’s up to the Legislature to fix this 
horrendous problem.  But will they?

There are no accountants in the 
Legislature, and few veterans.  Let’s 
hope someone steps up and speaks out 
for the 1.8 million Floridians who need 
their voices heard.  

 
Mark LaFontaine is an accountant 

who lives and works in Oakland Park.  
He is a candidate for the State Legisla-
ture from District 92, which covers parts 
of Fort Lauderdale, Wilton Manors, Oak-
land Park, Pompano Beach and Deer-
field Beach. You can learn more about 
him at www.MarkLaFontaine.com.

Candidates: 
considering a run 
for public office in 

2009?
          
           by Steve Kelley

In March, 2009, the mayor’s seat 
and all four city commission will likely 
be open to challengers. Mayor Naugle 
along with Commissioners Hutchin-
son and Moore will be term limited 
out of office. 

Call (954) 564-1308 and let’s dis-
cuss how the Fort Lauderdale City 
News can help you get your message 
out. Almost always, late-starting chal-
lengers and weakly run campaigns 
meet the same end: defeat.

Remember: The Fort Lauderdale 
City News goes to every voter in the 
city.

Now is the time to let the voters 
know who you are and what you can 
do for the city.
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ADRIANE REESEY KICKS 
OFF CAMPAIGN

FOR SUPERVISOR OF 
ELECTIONS WITH CALL
FOR BETTER TRAINING, 
OVERSIGHT,  QUALITY 

CONTROLS

Civic activist and well-known law 
enforcement official Adriane Reesey 
launched her campaign for Broward Su-
pervisor of Elections Tuesday night with 
a call for greater training, oversight, and 
quality control of elections. She stated 
that “free and fair” elections will be con-
tingent upon ensuring that the office 
follow through with markedly improved 
measures.

She also charged that the public had 
invested, and then lost millions of dollars 
from the outmoded and “troublesome” 
touch screen equipment, most of which 
will be tossed into the scrap heap now 
that the County is moving toward new 
voting equipment.

“We have the opportunity to be the 
model for the entire country, but not 
unless we undertake stringent training 
and establish quality controls for the 
use of the paper ballots which will then 
be read by optical scanners.”  The new 
equipment is slated for use in the Au-
gust election.   

“If we do this right – and train our 
people properly, as well as establish 
quality controls – the days of hanging 
chads and the ridicule we faced because 
of election mistakes will be over,” Reesey 
said.

“With important elections looming, 
including the Presidential election, we 
cannot afford to have the issues that 
have plagued this important office con-
tinue, including lack of education, over-
sight and quality assurance,” she told 
supporters at her kickoff party at Art 
Serve in Fort Lauderdale.

The importance of the elections pro-
cess was underscored with her remarks 
–“We, as a democratic society must be 
able to determine the direction and fu-
ture changes that our country will face 
with our votes; we must ensure that ev-
ery vote counts!”

Reesey is one of the most commu-
nity-involved individuals to ever seek 
the Elections Supervisor post. She is 
currently employed with the Broward 
County Sheriff’s office  as a Community 
Involvement Specialist  For more than 
30 years, she has worked in corrections, 
law enforcement and its periphery—
“working toward understanding and 
equal justice.”

Reesey is current Chair of the Hu-

IN POLITICAL COMPANY

             By Alain Jean

Will There Be An Election In Novem-
ber In The City?

The northwest section of the city 
will have a new commissioner soon…
but who, when and how will they be 
chosen? There are three filed candidates 
as of February. District 3 has been rep-
resented by Carlton Moore for two de-
cades now. Moore is running for John 
Rodstrom’s County Commission seat 
and must resign his Fort Lauderdale City 
Commission position.

The debate at City Hall is…will the 
remaining commissioners allow Com-
missioner Moore to name or vote on 
his replacement. The city charter is very 
clear on the issue. The charter states the 
“remaining members” will appoint a re-
placement to carry out the term of the 
vacant office. The other route of course 
can be to call a special election. Moore 
and his supporters argue that the ap-
pointment to this vacancy made by 
Mayor Jim Naugle, Commissioners Cin-
di Hutchinson, Christine Teel, and Char-
lotte Rodstom will leave the northwest 
at a disadvantage and voiceless. 

Unfortunately, that view may be 
short in vision. I am confident the 
northwest would not appreciate Mayor 
Naugle or any of the other commission-
ers appointing their own replacements 
to city hall.

Many observers and politicos say 
this issue can simply be resolved. The 
first solution being that, Moore just not 

resign and finish out his term which 
ends March 2009. 

The second being the commission 
calls for a special election that will cost 
the taxpayers thousands of dollars and 
the final solution being that commis-
sioners just follow the charter and ap-
point a replacement. 

For those who have been around 
here for a little while there is a political 
reality to some of these issues. If the 
commission appoints a replacement 
without Commissioner Moore’s input 
the community will more than likely re-
ject the appointment a few months later 
on Election Day. If the commission calls 
for a special election the residents may 
resent the remaining members on the 
dais for spending thousands of dollars 
on an election. The other issue to factor 
in is the way the commission votes nor-
mally turn out on controversial issues… 
4-1 or 3-2. If Commissioner Moore se-
lects a replacement will the mayor and 
commissioners instinctively reject that 
candidate. 

In the next few months there will be 
some heavy political maneuvering in the 
city to resolve this issue. The good news 
is that there will be an election around 
the corner and the residents of the city 
will have an opportunity to elect some 
much needed new faces, new blood 
and new vision for this great city.

Candidates’ Stump, 4
man Rights Board, Director of the Bro-
ward Crime Commission and recently 
served on the Fort Lauderdale Commu-
nity Services Board. A member of the 
Broward Democratic Executive Commit-
tee and the Dolphin Democratic Club, 
she recently received the Humanitarian 
of the Year award presented by former 
Attorney General Janet Reno.

“I have worked as a poll worker 
myself, have heard the complaints, and 
understand why training and quality as-
surances are the keys to restoring confi-
dence and increasing voter turnout.”  

She said the current administration 
of the Elections office has provided “a 
recipe for confusion.”  She noted that, 
among other errors during the recent 
primary,  “poor training and nebulous 
instructions”  that led to confusion.

“Well, at least now we know why 
the current Broward County Supervisor 
of Elections placed flashlights in every 
clerk’s bag for they Primary Elections-
- they were left in the dark as to this 
year’s county voting process!

The Socioeconomic 
Benefits of Gay Residents 

Fort Lauderdale is a beautiful City 
with diverse populations and culture. 

The City has truly 
become a melting 
pot of cultures. 
When one embrac-
es these cultures 
rather than fight-
ing these cultures 
it can only result 
in positive aspects 
and growth to the 
community as a 

whole. The heterosexual and gay popu-
lations both benefit when there is a mu-
tual respect between the two groups 
that could be reached as neighbors. In 
recent times the introduction of the term 
“metrosexual” is a strong indication of 
the preceding. Many straight men have 
adopted a greater sense of fashion and 
style and are more accepting of unfamil-
iar cultures. There are many examples of 
gay communities located throughout 
the United States wherein such commu-
nities have brought great financial and 
economic benefits to the cities of which 
they encompass. 

There’s a wide variety of culture in 
the “Venice of America” and it’s impor-

tant to recognize the positive impacts 
that have taken place by the increasing 
gay community in the City of Fort Lau-
derdale. The real estate market has seen 
major troubles in recent times. Financial 
problems exist not only at a citywide but 
also nationwide basis. Citizens within 
the City need to welcome the growing 
trend of gays in the community as the 
City itself continues to evolve with the 
national and global real estate and tour-
ism marketplace. 

People should take a position of 
not being pro or anti-gay but pro-Fort 
Lauderdale. The ideas that people have 
should be addressed to stimulating and 
invigorating the community as a whole. 
We all benefit from increased financial 
stability by productive, hardworking, 
tax paying residents. The spending dol-
lar of the gay community has stimulated 
the local retail economy in Fort Lauder-
dale and compliments South Florida’s 
reputation in the national and global 
marketplace as well. 

Citizens in the City of Fort Lauder-
dale often complain about crime and/
or their concerns about living in a safe 
neighborhood. The participation of 
gays moving into various parts of the 
City has at times resulted in reduced 
crime rate in those portions of the City. 
The gays have literally transformed areas 
within the City that had lower property 
values into much higher property val-
ues as a result of their concern and par-
ticipation in maintaining and upgrad-
ing homes aesthetically. One needs to 
simply drive around in parts of the City 
where gay residents have moved in to 
see how they have helped to transform 
neighborhoods to be cleaner, more vi-
brant and valuable. Every home and 
vacation renter that sees a law-abiding, 
tax-paying, income-spending resident 
(regarding of sexual orientation) fill in a 
residence where a detrimental individ-
ual once stayed is one that adds to a 
community as opposed to taking away 
from a community.

Rising property values and lower 
crime rates are a product of the entry 
of gay residents into a local community. 
We need to respect and encourage this 
group of individuals that as a whole 
bring more culture, financial stability, 
and rising property values to the City of 
Fort Lauderdale.

 
About the Author:
Steve Rossi is an attorney that prac-

tices civil and criminal law in downtown 
Fort Lauderdale. He is also local legal 
counsel to the Broward Teacher’s Union 
which has around 13,000 members. 

For more information call  954-524-
0506 ext. 203 or email steve@attor-
neyrossi.com. 
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     by Grayson Walker, Ph.D.

Gulag is an acronym for the former 
Soviet Union’s penal system. Since then, 
it has come into common use to describe 
any repressive system. I named my col-
umn the “Tales From The Galt Gulag,” 
because I write about the repression 
of condominium Owners on the Galt 
Ocean Mile. The Galt Ocean Mile is the 
biggest crime scene in Broward County.

Honor Among Thieves
The fact that the [Condominium 

Board] faces is merely that there is less 
honor among thieves that was sup-
posed, not the fact that they are thieves. 
(Henry David Thoreau) Some say there 
is no honor among thieves, but they 
are wrong, for there is honor among 
thieves. Honor among thieves is ad-
dressed by the formula, “You scratch my 
back, and I’ll scratch yours.” (Jacob Riis, 
The Making of an American)

Rozema Benches For Bums 
Park

The Galt Mile Corruption Commu-
nity Association (GMCA) wants to build 
a park in tribute to the Galt’s biggest 
thief, Bob Rozema. They want to place 
Rozema Park next to L’Hermitage, and 
fill it with park benches for bums. Only 
in the Galt Gulag would there be an ef-
fort to cover-up the many illegal actions 
of Rozema, whose name has become 
synonymous with graft and corruption 
in the Galt Gulag.

In 2005, Southpoint’s owners, 
through their attorney Inger Garcia, 
served twenty-seven pages of admin-
istrative, civil, and criminal allegations 
on Rozema and the Southpoint Board. 
These allegations were never answered. 
After reading the allegations, and the 
findings of violations by the DBPR, no 
sane person would want to memorial-
ize Rozema.

Our City Commissioner Chris-
tine Teel Supports Rozema The 
Criminal

Word reaches us, through the 
GMCA, that Galt Gulag Commissar Chris-
tine Teel support the Rozema Benches 
For Bums Park. Come now, Christine! 
Read the facts about Rozema. Do you 
really want to support the biggest crook 
in the Galt Gulag? Do you want to bind 
yourself to the policies of Jim Naugle? 
The time has come to show which side 
of the law you support.

Rozema Co-Conspirators
Honor among thieves; Rozema 

needed help to steal. During his four-
teen years on the Board, Rozema was 

in collusion with other members of the 
Board for the purpose of defrauding 
the Federal government, the state of 
Florida, Southpoint Condominium As-
sociation, and profiting from that fraud. 
Rozema Co-conspirators include Rich-
ard Gabrielle, Murray Moskovitz, Marty 
Glazer, Morris Baum, Michael J. Longo, 
Dumont St. Martin, Teddy Spatz, Patricia 
Pastor, Delores French, Harold Krauss, 
and Lois Ginsberg.  

Rozema’s Illegal Reimburse-
ments

As part of his deception and fraud, 
Robert John Rozema has been illegally 
reimbursed for his Condominium Main-
tenance Fees (in excess of $25,000); re-
placement of his apartment’s windows 
($5,259.00); Health Insurance; Car in-
surance; Gasoline; Electric service; Tele-
phone; America On Line; Property Taxes 
on his apartment; Maintenance on his 
apartment; Assessments on his apart-
ment; American Express credit card; 
Costco credit card charges; Dinner with 
John Aurelius, the association attorney 
($247.00); Bedspread; Dishwasher; 
Personal items for his apartment; Mem-
bership in the Tower Club; Continuing 
Education for Condominium Associa-
tion Manager; and the Fee for Condo-
minium Association Manager License.

  
Confirmed Crimes
Florida’s DBPR found, and Rozema 

and Southpoint admitted, that the Roz-
ema and Southpoint violated the fol-
lowing Florida laws:  

1. FS 718.116(9)(a). Illegally paid 
RJR’s condominium assessment.

2. FS 718.116(9)(a). Illegally paid 
RJR’s condominium maintenance

3. FS 718.111(12)(a)11. Illegally 
failed to maintain sufficient detail in ac-
counting records.

4. FS 718.111(12)(a)11. South-
point Board lied to the DBPR, and pro-
vided “three conflicting statements re-
garding his [Rozema] compensation, 
none of which were verifiable.”

5. FS 718.111(12). Illegally failed 
to maintain Board Minutes.

6. FS 718.111(12). Illegally failed 
to maintain Rozema’s employment re-
cords and contract.

7. FS¶718.111(12). Illegally held 
secret meetings concerning Rozema’s 
compensation.

Boffa-Rozema Memorial Crimi-
nal Defense Fund

Having admitted many violations of 
Florida law, Rozema does not deserve 
be memorialized with a park. There are 
other ways to remember Rozema’s con-

tribution to the biggest crime scene in 
Fort Lauderdale. Playa del Mar’s presi-
dent, Bob Boffa, is a convicted felon. We 
suggest the creation of a Boffa-Rozema 
Memorial Criminal Defense fund to de-
fend Condominium Board members 
caught stealing.

Help For Owners
Is a Condo Commando trampling 

upon your rights? Are you the victim of 
voting fraud? Are you the victim of fi-
nancial fraud? What can you do about 
it? How can you protect your rights? 
Talk to your neighbors, and you will dis-
cover that you are not alone. Organize. 
Call Condo Ombudsman, Danille Car-
roll, Representative Julio Robaina, and 
Representative Ellyn Bogdanoff. 

Spend twenty dollars and join the 
Cyber Citizens For Justice. Join the AARP 
and let them know you support their 
Owner’s Bill Of Rights. If you want oth-
er ideas, please feel free to contact me.

Attorney Inger Garcia can be 
reached by telephone at 954-894-9962, 
at www.IngerGarcia.com, or at Attor-
ney@IngerGarcia.com.

Jan Bergemann of the Cyber Citizens 
For Justice can be reached at www.ccfj.
net, 386-740-1503 or at Jan@ccfj.net.

Governor Charlie Crist can be 
reached at 850-488-7146 or at Charlie.
Crist@myflorida.com.

Condominium Ombudsman Danille 
R. Carroll, Esquire can be reached at 
954-202-3234 or at Danille.Carroll@
dbpr.state.fl.us.

State Representative Julio Robaina 
can be reached at 305-442-6868 or at 
Julio.Robaina@myfloridahouse.gov.

State Representative Ellyn Bogdan-
off can be reached at 954-767-9850 or 
at Ellyn.Bogdanoff@myfloridahouse.
gov.

Harold Hyman of the Florida De-
partment of Business and Professional 
Regulation can be reached at 954-202-
3982 or at Harold.Hyman@dbpr.state.
fl.us.

Florida State Attorney Michael J. 
Satz can be reached at 954-831-6955.

Fort Lauderdale Mayor Jim Naugle 
can be reached at 954-828-5003, or at 
MayorJames@aol.com.

Fort Lauderdale City Manager 
George Gretsas can be reached at 954-
828-5013 or at GGretsas@fortlauder-
dale.gov.

Galt Gulag City Commissar Christine 
Teel can be reached at 954-828-5003 or 
at CTeel@fortlauderdale.gov.

Fort Lauderdale’s Code Enforce-
ment Department is investigating the 
illegal changes to condominiums that 

put your home risk. Protect your build-
ing, your home, and confirm that all 
work on your building had a permit and 
an inspection. 

They can be reached on the Internet 
at http://ci.ftlaud.fl.us/building_services/
comm_inspections_staff.htm. Debbie 
Hernandez, Code Enforcement Manag-
er, can be reached at 954-828-5808, or 
at DHernandez@fortlauderdale.gov 

The AARP’s Bill of Rights for Hom-
eowners is available online at http://as-
sets.aarp.org/rgcenter/consume/2006_
15_homeowner.pdf. 

The Southpoint Condominium 
website is at http://www.Southpoint-
Condominium.org

About the Author

I own a condominium at South-
point, in the Galt Gulag. I am a Uni-
versity Professor and teach American 
Government. Nothing prepared me for 
life in the Galt Gulag where my Consti-
tutional Rights are ignored. I have been 
assaulted, battered, slandered, libeled, 
disparaged, stalked, had my car keyed, 
and had my life threatened because I 
believe in American democracy and the 
Constitution. Do you have a story to 
tell? Write to me at AGWIII@comcast.
net.

TALES FROM THE GALT GULAG
Horror stories abound at the condo towers on Galt Ocean Mile

Editor’s note:
Dr. Grayson Walker and myself have 

received over 600 calls and emails since 
beginning our Galt Condo articles in 
October, 2006. Almost all are about ex-
treme condo corruption and intimida-
tion of residents all in an effort to steal 
unit owners’ money in broad daylight 
and with total impunity.

But during these past 17 months, 
a strong movement has grown to help 
restore rights to homeowners. The Fort 
Lauderdale City News and its writers 
remain committed to justice for Galt 
Condo owners.
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THE CONDO LawyerTHE CONDO Lawyer
Committed to justice for the Galt Condo Community

       by Inger Garcia, Esquire

My name is Inger Garcia. I have 
been an attorney in private practice 
since 1991. Prior 
to, I worked as an 
Intern Assistant 
State Attorney 
for Janet Reno in 
Miami; interned 
for Judges; and 
interned for my 
Law School Trial 
Program Director. 
I have been in-
volved in real es-
tate and litigation 
for over 16 years.  

If you have any comments or ques-
tions, I may be reached at: attorney@
IngerGarcia.com, 954-894-9962, or fax: 
954 446-1635.

THE FINANCIAL AND 
RECORD KEEPING 

SHENANIGANS ARE 
BEING REVIEWED 

- FINALLY WE 
ARE GETTING 
SOMEWHERE 

This has been a long and hard 
fought battle for the unit owners and 
Boards to learn to live with the cur-
rent state of the condominium laws, 
corporate laws, and often old and in-
consistent condominium documents.  
To further exasperate the situation, the 
enforcement of laws has been inconsis-
tent at best and outright ridiculous at 
worst.  There has been no real discov-
ery process or enforcement except for 
the Court, and the Courts were reluc-
tant to step up.

However, there is light at the end 
of “the hallways.” For the next two 
months, we will be able to provide our 
legislature with the changes we sug-
gest in the condominium and business 
laws. I request that anyone who has 
suggested changes to the law E-Mail 
or Fax to me your comments and sug-
gestions so I can discuss them with the 
powers that be. Also send your stories 
that relate to record keeping, record dis-
closures, possible financial mishandling 
and outright theft that you see in your 
condominium. 

In addition, any suspected kick-
backs, illegal contracts or other impro-
prieties may be addressed. Forward the 

information to the following E-Mail:  
attorney@IngerGarcia.com and/or Fax: 
(954) 446-1635.

MANY TOWN HALL 
MEETINGS WILL BE 

SCHEDULED IN THE NEXT 
FEW MONTHS

NOVEMBER MEETING IN 
PEMBROKE PINES

In November, I attended the Om-
budsman’s Town Hall meeting at Bro-
ward Community College’s South Cam-
pus for over three hours. There were 
almost 200 condominium owners in at-
tendance who participated. The panel-
ists, included State Reps. Evan Jenne, D-
Dania Beach; Ari Porth, D-Coral Springs; 
and Julio Robaina, R-Miami.  Over 100 
people walked up to the stage to ask 
questions and share their stories with 
the many state leaders.  

Florida’s Condominium Ombuds-
man Danille Carroll, who led the discus-
sion, strongly suggested that the unit 
owners need to step up and do some-
thing if they want change. The unit 
owners need to report the problems 
and follow up.  

Danille and Julio Robaina stayed for 
over five hours to have discussions with 
the individuals in attendance and both 
showed great compassion and perse-
verance.  Both told the unit owners to 
contact their local police departments 
if they are saw criminal activity from 
theft, fraud, intimidation, assault or the 
like.  We were invited to join the battle 
with them and were finally recognized 
for our side of this war as unit owners 
and minority board members.  It was a 
breath of fresh air to see that our work 
is being recognized and that we will 
make a difference to improve our lives 
and homes.

The biggest complaint was the lack 
of regulations and enforcement of the 
existing regulations as concerns the 
condominium boards and the delays in 
receiving responses to complaints filed 
with the state Department of Business 
& Professional Regulation. 

One clear theme was that the unit 
owners who do stand up and report or 
file claims are labeled as troublemakers. 

Many complained that their reputa-
tions have been destroyed within the 
community they live in.

THE NEW COMMITTEE 
WITH SUBPOENA 

POWERS
Robaina was key to passing the leg-

islation that resulted in major changes 
to condominium and homeowner as-
sociation law in 2004.  He is once again 
the key today.  He has succeeded in 
implementing the task force in Miami-
Dade and is working to expanding that 
force.  

Because of all the hard work, fi-
nally, a committee with power to make 
changes and to actually investigate has 
been formed. The committee is charged 
with investigating the necessary chang-
es to the Florida law as well as account-
ing, budgets, theft, elections and record 
access. This committee will be dealing 
with individual complaints so it can get 
to the heart of the problems more spe-
cifically. House Speaker Marco Rubio 
created this seven-member Select Com-
mittee on Condominium & Homeowner 
Association Governance. He appointed 
Rep. Julio Robaina, R-Miami, our cham-
pion, as chairperson with six other state 
representatives including Joseph Gib-
bons, D-Hallandale Beach and Franklin 
Sands, D-Weston.

This committee of legislators has 
held two and is holding three more 
hearings in Sunrise, Miami Beach, Or-
lando, Tampa and Tallahassee in the 
next two months to determine what 
enforcement provisions and changes 
to Florida law are needed, especially 
as related to the finances.   The Sunrise 
and Miami Beach hearings were very 
informative and many good suggested 
changes were made. Hundreds of peo-
ple attended.  Further, the Committee is 
issuing further summons to appear and 
subpoenas to specific associations in re-
lations to documents.  I will inform you 
of the specific findings and results.  

This committee will be recommend-
ing changes in the laws in relation to 
condominiums, co-ops and homeown-
er associations.  The committee has the 
power to help over 40 percent of those 
living in Broward, Palm Beach and Mi-
ami-Dade Counties.

FEBRUARY 1 AND 2ND 
-  CCFJ NATIONAL HOA 

CONFERENCE

Another champion in our fight is Cy-
ber Citizens for Justice, Inc.  Jan Berge-
mann, President of CCFJ, Inc. hosted 
this conference, which had many impor-
tant speakers, including the first Condo 
Ombudsman, Julio Robaina, Radio Talk 
Show Host, Shu Bartholomew, Mark 

Benson of the CAM Counsel, and others.  
I was lucky enough to be included with 
this strong group of supporters.  The 
Century Village East Clubhouse hosted 
one day of the conference.  You may 
find a link to the information at:   http://
www.ccfj.net/CCFJCONFERENCECVE.
htm for this and his future invites.

COURTS FINALLY STEPPING UP

I also have been observing sig-
nificant progress from the Courts. The 
Courts seem to finally be recognizing 
the individual unit owner’s and minori-
ty board  rights. We have been receiving 
Court Orders allowing the unit owner 
to present our arguments for consider-
ation.  We are finally being recognized 
as full-fledged citizens instead of sec-
ond-class citizens. I will report more 
next month on the Court’s progress as 
well as what happens at the Town Hall 
meetings and conferences.

CLOSING

Many people are instrumental in 
seeking the necessary changes to the 
condominium law. These include Attor-
ney Steve Rossi, who is a Board Certified 
Criminal law specialist, former FBI Agent 
and prosecutor.   

Steve is working diligently with me 
to fight the criminal and accounting end 
of the condominium wars.  He may be 
reached at:  steve@attorneyrossi.com 
and (954) 524-0506.

Jan Bergemann, President, Cyber 
Citizens for Justice, Inc., who may be 
reached at jan@ccfj.net; Florida House 
of Representatives, Representative Ju-
lio Robaina, District 17, who may be 
reached at:  (305) 442-6868; Om-
budsman Danille Carroll, who may be 
reached at:  (954) 202-3234; and last 
but not least, my good friend Dr. Gray-
son Walker, who may be reached at:  
(954) 567-0502 or agwii@comcast.net.   

Beverly Kennedy has also allowed 
us access to her talk show for our im-
portant issues.

About Inger Garcia:

I have been an attorney in private 
practice since 1991. Prior to, I worked 
as an Intern Assistant State Attorney for 
Janet Reno in Miami; interned for Judg-
es; and interned for my Law School Trial 
Program Director. I have been involved 
in real estate and litigation for over 16 
years. 

 If you have any comments or ques-
tions, I may be reached at: attorney@
IngerGarcia.com, 954-894-9962, 954-
394-7461, or fax: 954 446-1635.
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          By Charlie Wilson 

Harry Truman was in the White 
House. World War II had been over 
less than two years.  Secretary of State 
George C. Marshall (the Marshall Plan) 
was TIME Magazine’s “Man of the Year.”  
In 1942, less than five years prior, Ger-
man U-boats torpedoed seven Allied 
ships off the southeast Florida coast, 
and hurricanes that fall caused extensive 
flooding throughout the County.   The 
population of Fort Lauderdale was be-

ginning to swell (to about 25,000) with 
returning service men that remembered 
the area from training base days.  The 
dredging and back filling of mangrove 
swamps was creating an area of Fort 
Lauderdale known as Coral Ridge.  

The year is 1947 and Coral Ridge 
Yacht Club starts from rather humble be-
ginnings on the site of what had been 
known as Mud Lake Island.  The Island 
was cleared of mangrove, a causeway 
was built for access, and 11th Place was 
renamed Yacht Club Boulevard.  Mud 
Lake was renamed Coral Bay on the 
south and Sunrise Bay on the north.   
Original memberships were sold for 
$500.   When #150 was sold, ground 
was broken for the first clubhouse, and 
the membership reached 450 in only 
four years.  

Between 1949 and 1959 the Galt 
Ocean Mile was acquired by the same 
group that sold CRYC its parcel of land, 
Florida’s Turnpike was completed 
through the County, and several nearby 
towns, including Sea Ranch Lakes and 
Lighthouse Point, were incorporated.  
The Coral Ridge Yacht Club opened its 
first clubhouse in 1949, built at a cost of 
$36,400 for the facility and $11,000 for 
the docks.  

In the mid fifties the original 3.3-
acre parcel was expanded through the 
purchase of two adjacent lots, but the 
membership had declined by a third.  In 
a bold move that was designed to re-
tain current members and attract new 

ones, a plan was formulated to raise 
nearly a half million dollars to build an 
entirely new facility.  Plans were under-
taken to demolish the old and build a 
new clubhouse.  During the six-month 
construction period, the Club’s activi-
ties were transferred to the Galt Ocean 
Mile Hotel.  New Year’s Eve 1959 saw 
the formal opening of our present main 
facilities. 

The sixties, a turbulent time in the 
USA, marred by the assassinations of JFK 
and Martin Luther King, also witnessed 

the beginning of the space program, 
the war in Vietnam, and, of course, the 
slogan was “make love not war.”  All of 
these events grabbed national and in-
ternational attention.  Closer to home in 
Broward County, the Federal Highway 
tunnel under the New River opened, as 
did Broward Community College.  At 
Coral Ridge Yacht Club the decade of 
the 1960s was marked by a series of im-
provements and changes to the main 
building, outbuildings and surrounding 
facilities.  

The seventies saw Nixon resign, 
Ayatollah Khomeini come into play, 
and the election of Jimmy Carter, which 
surprised many.  I-95 was completed 
through Broward County, which re-
ceived its charter during this decade.  
Because of a nationwide recession, 
which certainly was felt locally, it was 
estimated that, at one point, 50,000 
condos were for sale in Broward Coun-
ty.  CRYC celebrated its Silver Anniversa-
ry and the Club had 850 members with 
another 80 on the waiting list! 

In this decade of perestroika, Ronald 
Reagan and Russia’s Mikhail Gorbachev 
dominated the 1980s. The Olympics 
came to Los Angeles, and the personal 
computer was born.  Broward County 
had reached one million residents, and 
the thousands of spring breakers were 
gone.   

The booming nineties saw the Inter-
net, Ted Turner and George Bush (#41), 
Bill Clinton, Ken Starr and Monica, the 

Gulf War, and, of course, Elian Gonza-
lez who was plucked off the waters of 
South Florida.  And at CRYC 150 new 
members were brought in during a suc-
cessful membership campaign.  Major 
improvements were made to celebrate 
the 50th (Golden) Anniversary of the 
Club in 1997.  A major redesign of the 
docks resulted in 55 slips - several of 
which can accommodate vessels up to 
90’+ and all equipped with boat side 
pump-out. 

Entering the 21st Century, major 

events dominated our lives. In the head-
lines were George W. Bush (#43), Sep-
tember 11, NYC Mayor Rudy Giuliani, 
Osama Bin Laden, NYC police and fire-
fighters, Iraq and the U.S. Military. 

Later in this decade the familiar 
names on the national front included 
the Clintons, George Bush (#43) and 
for the first time we had serious can-
didates seeking the presidential nomi-
nation from their party that included 
a woman (Hillary Clinton) and a black 
American (Barack Obama). Fort Lauder-
dale became home to nearly 180,000 
people while Broward County’s popu-
lation soared to 1.6 million. Hurricanes 
visited the county bringing devastation 
and power outages. 

AIA had a changing landscape from 
mom & pop hotels to luxurious hi-rise 
condo-hotels and the Coral Ridge Yacht 
Club was near its membership cap of 
625 early in the decade but later saw 
a decline like many membership-based 
organizations. That decline halted early 
in 2008 under new leadership and the 
rolls are climbing again.

Major building projects have come 
so far this decade helping to keep Coral 
Ridge Yacht Club as a premier facility, 
with a complete rehab and expansion of 
the Point Bar and Grille, a new Exercise 
Facility, a Children’s Activities Center, re-
orientation of the SE docks for additional 
slips, and a new awning over the 100’ x 
40” Intracoastal Terrace.  A Wi-Fi system 
was installed that reaches throughout 

the buildings, grounds and docks. 
Two hurricanes, Katrina and Wilma, 

brought destruction to Fort Lauderdale 
and Broward County in 2005 including 
major damage to downtown and a loss 
of a third of the tree canopy in Broward 
County.   Many residents found them-
selves without power for up to three 
weeks.  CRYC didn’t escape the damage 
either – the huge canopy over the Intra-
coastal Terrace became a large sail dur-
ing Katrina and lifted off the roof com-
ing to rest across a couple of members’ 

cars in the parking lot! Even though the 
surrounding area was without power 
after Wilma, club members managed to 
party and the club’s offices were made 
functional by boat owners hooking up 
the generators from several large vessels 
on the north docks to supply power to 
both the offices and the Point Bar.  We 
were an oasis of light in a sea of dark-
ness.

In 2007 Coral Ridge Yacht Club cel-
ebrated its 60th (Diamond) Anniversary.

Some of the perks of belonging:
2 for 1 drink specials in our friendly 

bar, two theme parties monthly,
Dance Lessons, Bowling Leagues, 

Bridge, Poker, Book Club, Tennis, Swim-
ming, Yoga, and Water Aerobics in our 
huge heated pool, Fitness Center, Ban-
quet Facilities, 

Golf Privileges at Woodlands Coun-
try Club, and available boat slips 30-
100’

Summer Program May 1 – Labor 
Day Plus Children’s Summer Camp

For more in-
formation: 

2800 Yacht 
Club Boulevard, 
Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida 33304 / 
954-566-7888

A HISTORY OF THE CORAL RIDGE YACHT CLUB
“You Don’t Have to Own a Boat to Belong”
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WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN A DRUG DEALER WON’T 
STOP CALLING?

by Tim Smith, Middle River Terrace 
Neighgorhood Association President

MEET “MAN” he got crack on NE 
13th Street ! and he badly wants to sell 
it ... Here is my story!

So, it’s any other Wednesday, and I 
pull out of my plant nursery on NE 13th 
Street and cruise down NE 13th Street 
heading west...

As we all do around here, I look 
around to see if they are any dopers try-
ing to screw up our neighborhood to-
day.... Things have gotten better as of 
late, and it’s no longer a sure bet that 
you will hear that familiar hoot from the 
bushes “Yo YO... over here man... I got 
what you need!”....

 But today they are here... He’s 
there in the shadows, and as I glance 
in his direction, he motions towards the 
convenience store across the street and 
yells “pull in there man, pull in there”... 
I do as instructed, as I’ll need a good 
description of him when I call the law in 
a few minutes.

He rushes over, leans in the passen-
ger window and says “I got a twenty”... 
I tell him I only have “ten” (sounded 

right to me!) and that I will have to come 
back. I plan on getting out of there and 
making my 80 millionth call to the FLPD 
telling them that there is a drug dealer 
on NE 13th St..... AGAIN !!!

But before I rush off he says “hold 
on, take my phone number, they call me 
“MAN”.... I leave with “MAN’s” number 

in my cell phone contacts that simply 
says “Dope” 555-555-5555 (sorry, if you 
want the number, call the Narcotics Di-
vision @ FLPD).

I go four blocks and happen to see 
two patrolman, sitting in a parking lot, 
waiting for some business...... and do I 

have some for them !! ... I roll up and tell 
them that a doper (that’s what we call 
them around here) is at the store down 
at the corner, he’s got a twenty, and 
what’s really amazing, I have his phone 
number right here in my cell phone 
contacts!! ... they shake their head, as if 
to say, “another crazy crime fighting citi-

zen”, but they get busy, and 
we make a plan to “take 
him down” (that’s what we 
call it around here!)

With the Cops listen-
ing, I call “MAN” and tell 
him I’m getting the other 
“ten”, so I will have “twen-
ty” and to stay put..... They 
roll down to the store and, 
sure enough, “MAN” is do-
ing as instructed !...” stay-
ing put” !! .... All they have 
to do to see if the guy sitting 
there, fitting the description 

is “MAN” , is CALL HIM.
As the phone begins to ring in his 

pocket, the Cops are all over him like a 
fat guy on a twinkie !

They search him, and as is often the 
case, can’t find the CRACK ... they have 
gotten smarter and store the dreaded 

drug somewhere nearby... in a old beer 
can, under a trash can etc.... They can’t 
get him for possession today, but take 
him to jail for trespassing, and at least 
he’s out of the hood today.

BUT, the next day my phone rings 
and it’s “MAN “... You see, I wasn’t 
thinking.... when I called HIM, he got 
MY PHONE NUMBER! He bitches that 
he got “took down” (that’s what they 
call it around here) yesterday, and that’s 
why he wasn’t there. He doesn’t seem 
to make the connection between me, 
and his bust, thanks GOD ! But he says 
he’s got some “really good *&%$ to-
day!” ... I’m mortified, ..”MAN” has got 
me on his preferred customer list! And 
he wants me to come back TODAY! 

I call the Raiders and give them the 
new info. They tell me they are going af-
ter him tomorrow, and tomorrow won’t 
be soon enough for me! He’s called me 
three times today already... I guess busi-
ness is bad.

Maybe I’ll get a new phone num-
ber!

Until next time, Tim Smith
555-555-5555 ... NOT ! 

P. S. A few days later I got this mes-
sage from the Fort Lauderdale Police 
Department.

Yesterday the Raiders arrested the 
“Man” for Delivery of Cocaine within 
1000 feet of a school. He is looking at 
a 3 year minimum mandatory sentence 
for this charge. Feel free to pass this info 
on.

Det. Viveiros was the U/C in a “beep-
er/buy bust” deal concerning the com-
plaint on “the man.” He made contact 
with him during a “buy/bust” operation 
last Friday but “the man” refused to deal 
with him or did not have any dope at 
the time.  

Today (01/15), Det. Viveiros contact-
ed “the man” and he showed up and 
delivered 1 gram of Crack cocaine to 
him during today’s “beeper/buy/bust” 
operation. The arrest occurred next to 
the property of Northside Elementary 
School (1000’ charge). 

 Additionally, during last Friday’s 
“buy/bust” operation, we arrested two 
subjects at NE 13 St / 5 Ave for Delivery 
of Cocaine.  

We will continue to be proactive in 
the 13th Street Corridor area and at-
tempt to use the cell numbers that Tim 
Smith has provided.  

 Captain Steve Kinsey
Special Investigations Division
Fort Lauderdale Police Department

Broward Health Imperial Point Medical Center Celebrates 
Groundbreaking of their

New Emergency Department and Medical Arts Pavilion
Broward Health Imperial Point Medical Center (IPMC) will be breaking ground on its Emergency De-

partment expansion and new Medical Arts Pavilion on March 29th. The community is invited to celebrate 
this event and the hospital’s 35 years in Broward County at the Health Fair and Celebration, “Building 
Healthier Lives”, on the hospital grounds from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

The construction-themed health fair and celebration will feature various health screenings, a ground-
breaking ceremony, interactive games to build healthier lives and construct better bodies, stations featur-
ing the hospital’s services, fitness and tai chi demonstrations, music, food, beverages and more.

“We are so proud of Imperial Point Medical Center and its superior reputation during the 35 years 
it has been in this community,” states Calvin E. Glidewell, chief executive officer of IPMC. “We want to 
continue to provide the same quality care that our community is accustomed to, and these renovations 
and new construction will help take us to an even higher level of care and service.”   

The event is geared to raise awareness in the community about the medical center’s numerous 
services and its new 24,063-square-foot, state-of-the-art emergency room that will feature 20 patient 
rooms, private treatment areas and separate waiting rooms for visitors and children. There will be sepa-
rate entrances for walk-in patients and ambulances. The new wing will have additional parking, valet 
parking and will meet all the latest standards in healthcare design, emergency preparedness and hur-
ricane protection.

Also being built is a four-story, 68,000 square feet Medical Arts Pavilion, developed by Lauth Property 
Group, LLC.  It will be completed in 2009 and will serve to attract additional physicians to the campus, 
further serving the needs of the community. 

IPMC officials view the new developments as an exciting step into a more technologically-savvy future 
and meeting the needs of our community.
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IS THERE A NEW MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
STADIUM IN THE CARDS FOR SOUTH FLORIDA?

             By Chase Adams

Editor’s Note: the stadium deal at 
the Orange Bowl site in Miami is any-
thing but complete. Behind the scenes 
negotiations continue on to a July, 2008 
deadline. 

INTRODUCTION

In Part One of this Series, we dis-
cussed the three parameters of a new 
Major League Baseball (MLB) Stadium in 
South Florida – (1) Location (2) Owner-
ship (3) Financing.

This Part Two will deal with Financ-
ing. When the financing is arranged, the 
ownership, and, by definition, the loca-

tion decision will fall to those providing 
the financing.  

Another assumption we will make, 
and which we mentioned in Part One, is 
that the necessary money can be raised 
from sources other than taxes. This year, 
the Florida Legislature once again de-
clined to contribute any of Florida tax-
payers’ money to the construction of 
a MLB Stadium in South Florida.  This 
writer believes that we should move on 
and find the funding elsewhere.

Today, we will discuss some possible 
vehicles that can be used to raise $500 
million.

Two statements regarding the MLB 
Stadium situation in South Florida that 
cannot be denied are:

1.“Everyone wants a Major League 
Baseball Stadium”; and

2. “No one wants to pay for a Ma-
jor League Ball Stadium.” 

In the 2007 season, attendance 
for the 81 home games in the various 
ballparks ranged from the highest – the 
NY Yankees at 4.27 million (52,000 per 
game average) to the lowest – the Flor-
ida Marlins at 1.37 million (17,000 per 
game average).

Based on the experience of profes-
sionals in Stadium Management, ag-
gressive area-wide stadium marketing 
could visibly increase the Florida num-
bers.  That same aggressive marketing 
could also promote the use of the Stadi-
um for other indoor and outdoor events 

during the 270 days when it is not used 
by the Marlins.

Remember, too, the proposed 
Marlins Stadium will have a retractable 
roof, which means 365 days of perfect 
weather, and accommodating both in-
door and outdoor events.  As both an 
indoor and an outdoor venue, the pos-
sibilities for use are unlimited. 

With “inside the box” thinking, the 
stadium revenue is calculated as the 
rental paid by the primary tenant, i.e., 
the professional baseball team.

However, our experience has been 
that the 270 days which the primary 
tenant does not use the stadium can 
yield a great deal of additional revenue.  
This income can come from events such 

as weddings, conventions, crusades, 
fairs, concerts, etc. That part of the story 
is an article in itself.

We considered different financing 
possibilities in the preparation of this ar-
ticle.  We eventually narrowed the list to 
12 strategies.  We further divided that 
list into an ‘A List’ of 5 strategies and a 
‘B List’ of 7 strategies.

Because this is a newspaper article, 
and not a book, we will limit our discus-
sion to the 5 strategies on the ‘A List’.  

The sequence in which the various 
plans are presented is random, and is 
not intended to be a sequence of pref-
erence.

A few years ago, the financial 
consulting firm of Morgan, Howen & 
Company prepared a report entitled, 
“Financing Options for a South Florida 
Major League Baseball Stadium.” We 
have their permission to quote exten-
sively from that report. 

As in every venture, there is a “who-
what-when-where-why-how” to this 
venture.

And, as in every venture, the “why” 
is the moving force that makes it hap-
pen.

If the community does not have a 
collective reason (why) for this (or any) 
project to happen, it will not happen.  
In addition, even if the building of a 
Stadium succeeds, that success will be 
short-lived if the operation of the sta-
dium is not successful.

Regardless of the ownership strat-
egy used, our research has indicated 
that stadium income, and therefore, fi-
nancial stability, are best achieved via a 
performance-based agreement with a 
professional 365-day stadium manage-
ment entity. 

In order to reach its full potential, 
the stadium must be aggressively and 
constantly marketed as a destination 
venue 365 days a year to a world-wide 
market.

As this article goes to press, the 
Marlins and City of Miami and Miami-
Dade County officials are involved in the 
final stage of negotiations to deliver a 
signed deal for a stadium paid by those 
three parties.

Be that as it may, we offer this article 
to the public and private sectors of South 
Florida to provide a glimpse at the op-
portunities we will have on a continu-
ing basis as South Florida continues to 
develop as a mature metropolitan area.

The following plans are generic in 
nature.  None of them is cast in stone.  
They are an illustration of how a pro-
posed stadium can be financed.  The 
amount to be raised is assumed to be 
$500 million. The strategies discussed 
assume leadership is or will be in place 
to implement The Plan.

Of course, we assume the Marlins 
leadership would definitely want to be 
a part of any of these efforts from the 
beginning.

Strategy No. 1 – 
Private Ownership - IPO
“IPO” is an acronym for an “Initial 

Public Offering.”  Every corporation 
whose shares are traded on a public 
stock exchange has had an “IPO” when 
selling their shares to the public for the 
first time.

In the world of sports, the IPO was 
successfully used to fund the acquisition 
of the Florida Panthers.

The funds raised from an IPO are 
used to expand the Company, as well as 
repay the organizers for the money they 
have invested.  So, as it relates to “Mar-
lins Stadium”, a group of concerned citi-
zens whom we will call “The Organiz-

ers” can take this initial step of faith.
They can then advertise the IPO and 

the number of shares to be sold and the 
price per share.  Each shareholder then 
becomes a part owner of the company 
that owns the Stadium, just as the share-
holders of IBM, GE, General Motors, and 
thousands of other corporations.

This can be done through the sale 
of ownership interests in the Stadium 
via a “Grassroots” campaign to the indi-
viduals and businesses in the Stadium’s 
market area.  

By adding a payroll deduction meth-
od, we can bring ownership within the 
reach of every fan in the team’s market.  
It is also the perfect gift from the family 
to their sports-minded Mom and Dad, 
or from parents or grandparents to their 
children or grandchildren.

We all know families who spend 
$100 or more on their sports-oriented 
children every year.  I know that every 
sports-minded boy and girl would love 
to have a framed certificate on their wall 
representing their ownership in Marlins 
Stadium.

MLB prohibits public ownership of 
Baseball teams.  So, even though we 
are dealing with the ownership of the 
Stadium, rather than the team, from an 
‘emotional’ standpoint, an average fan 
who owns a share of “Marlins Stadium” 
stock, will feel a personal connection 
with the team itself.

Every media outlet in South Florida 
can embrace this program. Presumably, 
they will all want to be a part of some-
thing that is large enough to encompass 
the entire area and small enough for ev-
ery one to participate as an owner, not 
just a spectator.

The Stadium organizers would also 
want to enlist every financial institution 
in South Florida in the campaign to sell 
shares.  There are more than 100 banks 
and credit unions in South Florida.  How 
could they say no to a project that brings 
every segment of the community to-
gether?  They could even offer special fi-
nancing for people who want to acquire 
more shares than their cash on hand will 
permit.  And, of course, the institutions 
themselves should lead the way in wise 
investing by acquiring shares.

We can also recruit schools, public 
officials, businesses large and small, and 
other identifiable constituencies in the 
“Marlins Grassroots IPO Campaign.”

Caveat:  Securities regulators control 
certain compliance and disclosure and 
marketing and promotion and other re-
quirements governing the sale of shares 
in an IPO.

In this article, we have not provided 
for those requirements.  And, by defini-
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tion, any suggestions we make must 
meet those requirements before being 
implemented.

Strategy No. 2 – Private Own-
ership – Non-profit Organization 

It may be that the best way for a 
long term team-community relationship 
to flourish is for the South Florida com-
munity to own the Stadium in a non-
profit organization.  This strategy for 
financing the Stadium would be via the 
creation of a non-profit organization to 
own and operate the stadium.

The best example of a Community-
owned professional sports enterprise 
is the Green Bay Packers football team 
and their Stadium.  Both entities are 
owned within a non-profit enterprise by 
the citizens and businesses in that area.  
Every Green Bay Packers game for the 
past thirty years has been sold out.  Is it 
because the fans are owners ?  Or is it 
because the owners are fans ?  

The methods of marketing shares 
in the non-profit organization would be 
the same methods outlined in Strategy 

No. 1 – IPO.
The Green Bay Packers, in a market 

of 200,000 population raised $80 mil-
lion from the sale of shares in the non-
profit organization that owns the team.  
That is an average of $400 per capita.

If we obtained the same return per 
capita in the South Florida market, the 
total would be more than Two Billion 
Dollars !  In fact, an average per capita 
funding of only $100 would generate 
every penny of the $500 million needed 
for our stadium.   

Initial investors in the community 
enterprise can receive Marlins Stadium 
perks and VIP treatment.  Also, they can 
receive community-wide recognition 
for their efforts in developing a Stadium 
with community ownership.  In addi-
tion to regular recognition in the Marlins 
public relations information, they can 
also be memorialized in a permanent 

monument inscription in the Stadium, 
honoring them for their contribution to 
Major League Baseball in South Florida.  

Individuals and organizations that 
plan to be a permanent part of the 
South Florida Community will want to 
have their names on that monument. 

Strategy No. 3 – Public Owner-
ship – Revenue Bonds  

One or more Local governments in 
South Florida could assume the respon-
sibility of funding the construction of 
the Stadium, and then recoup its costs 
by leasing the Stadium to the team.  
This systems permits the Local govern-
ment to “have its cake and eat it too” 
by getting:

1) the Stadium they want;
2) when they want it;
3) at a location they want; and
4) at no cost. 
 
This strategy involves the use of 

Revenue Bonds to build the stadium.  
Cities, Counties, and Special Districts 
can issue tax-free Revenue Bonds that 

can be sold in the investment markets 
to raise the funds necessary to finance 
the stadium with the principal and in-
terest on the bonds being repaid by the 
stadium income. 

The County repays the Bonds by 
leasing the Stadium to the Marlins, 
much like a real estate investor purchas-
ing a single-family home and renting it 
with the rental payments covering the 
financing and operating costs.

Although these are Bonds issued by 
a Public Agency, there is no tax money 
involved, because the Bonds are “Rev-
enue” Bonds, and only the revenue of 
the project, i.e., the Stadium income, is 
pledged to repay them.

We have an example of this method 
of funding in South Florida.  Broward 
County issued Revenue Bonds to pay 
for the construction of the Broward 
County Civic Center (BankAtlantic Cen-

ter).  The Debt Service on the Bonds is 
$13 million per year, which is paid by $8 
million in tourist taxes, $2 million in sales 
taxes, and the balance from the arena 
operator’s revenues.

Also, in December, 2007, the City of 
Orlando authorized $340 million in Rev-
enue Bonds for various Public Works, in-
cluding an “Event Center.”

 With this Strategy, assuming a 
cost of $500 million, and with revenue 
bonds with a 5.5% interest, (approxi-
mately $27.5 million per year), and if the 
operation of the facility brings in at least 
as much as the Debt Service plus the 
cost of operations, it breaks even, and 
has not cost the City or County a dime.  
Since the City or County is assuming the 
responsibility of raising the money to 
build the Stadium, they could write their 
lease in such a way that the tenant team 
will cover any deficit between income 
and expense, so that the City or County 
will never have to pay any money for the 
retirement of the Bonds or the operation 
of the Stadium.

Strategy No. 4 – Private Own-
ership - “Securitization/Structured 
Finance”

To assist private entities in financing 
stadiums, the principles of “Structured 
Finance” and “Securitization” have been 
used most recently for the construction 
of the new stadium for the St. Louis Car-
dinals Baseball Team.  

The Cardinals paid for their new sta-
dium by issuing private bonds; plus bank 
loans; plus a loan from the County; and 
using Asset Based Securities as collateral 
for the loans.

This strategy is an evolution of the 
system pioneered by Joe Robbie in the 
construction of Dolphins Stadium in the 
mid 1980s.  When that Stadium was 
just a dream of his, Mr. Robbie hit the 
pavement and personally spoke to ev-
ery Chamber of Commerce meeting, or 
anywhere a handful of people met, to 
sell his idea of a 100 % privately funded 
stadium.

He pioneered the concept of giving 
the bank Sky Box leases and Club Level 
leases, and vendor contracts, and me-
dia contracts, and every other income 
source, and everything but the kitchen 
sink.

And he succeeded;
and that was for the purchaser to 

have the opportunity to watch EIGHT 
– that’s right – EIGHT games!

The Baseball regular season is 81 
games - ten times the number of foot-
ball games!  

Mr. Robbie acquired an asset worth 
$125 million for almost no out-of-pock-
et cost. This is similar to a movie pro-
ducer raising $100 million to produce a 
film, and repaying the investors from the 
film’s profits.

These commitments could cover 
leases/licenses for as many of the seats 
as possible.  Also, the sale/licensing of 

Commercial Rights would generate a 
large amount of revenue.

For Example :
Naming Rights: - $3 Million per year 

for 10 years -$ 30M
100 Luxury Suites @ $50K/year for 

10 years -  $50M
2,000 Club Seats @ $5K/year for 10 

years - $100M
10,000 other seating for $2,000/

year for 10 year - $200M
Vendor Rights for 10 years - 

$120M
Total $500M

Another creative space for “Naming 
Rights” is placing personal or commer-
cial advertising on every seat in the sta-
dium, which could be sold as a 10-year 
license for each seat.

For example, a person could ac-
quire 10-year licenses for each member 
of their family.  Then, when they bring 
their children or grandchildren to a 
game, they can show them the family’s 
seats with their names on them.  

I don’t know about your children or 
grandchildren, but mine would go ba-
nanas to see their name on a seat in a 
Major League Baseball Stadium.  

As the TV commercials promote, it 
is a “priceless” experience.

In fact, the Stadium could partner 
with the company that sponsors those 
credit card advertisements to literally 
bring a “priceless” experience to every 
family.  They can also be named the “of-
ficial credit card of Marlins Stadium.”  
They may even want to purchase the 
Naming Rights. 

 Strategy 5 – Private Own-
ership – Single Source

This strategy is one that can be ac-
complished quickly and easily, with no 
government contracts or complexities.  
It consists of full and immediate private 
funding from a single source.

For example, a large, multi-billion 
dollar international company could de-
cide to invest $500 million to build the 
stadium as a profit-making and adver-
tising and PR vehicle.

To gauge the value of investing 
$500 million in this venture, consider 
that a Wall Street investment firm re-
cently fired their President, and paid 
him a $161 million exit package. 

If they can do that, they can write 
a check for $500 million for a stadium 
with their name on it that will generate 
hundreds of millions of dollars in reve-
nue, and hundreds of millions of dollars 
in P.R. and advertising opportunities for 
the next 50 years.

Another example of this Strategy 
would be the Seminole Tribe writing a 
$500 million check to pay for a stadium 
on property they already own, adjacent 
to their “Hard Rock Hotel and Casino.”

Continued next page
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Continued from previous page

And, coincidentally, that location is 
easily accessed from an uncanny collec-
tion of high speed, high capacity road-
ways that connect it with all three coun-
ties – and in all directions:  

1. The Florida Turnpike   
 North-South

2. The Florida Turnpike Home-
stead Extension SouthWest

3. Interstate 95 - North-South
4. Interstate 595 (via FL Turnpike) 

 East-West
5. Interstate 75 (via I-595)  

 West-Southwest
6. Sawgrass Expressway 
(via I-595) North-Northeast 

      7. Palmetto Expressway 
(via I-95 and I-75) West-Southwest

SUMMARY:
 This article could have been 

much longer by including detailed stats, 
studies, and specific examples, and 
more.

However, the purpose of this 
article is not to lay out a specific 
plan for the construction of a MLB 
Stadium in South Florida.  Rather, 
our purpose is to get the reader to 
realize that this valuable commu-
nity asset is within our reach today, 
and without reaching into our tax-
payers’ pockets, and without year 
in and year out begging at the feet 
of the Florida Legislature or any 
government entity.

By using one of the funding 
strategies described in this ar-
ticle, $500 million does not seem 
so out of reach.  And remember, 
the numbers in this article assume 
zero contribution from any other 
source.  The Marlins Team has al-
ready offered $150 million toward 
the construction of the Stadium. 

The most feasible strategy out-
lined in this article appears to be 
Strategy No. 3, Public Ownership 
– Revenue Bonds.  It requires no 
out-of- pocket cost by anyone.  To 
review:

1. The City or County issues 
$500 million in Revenue Bonds to 
build the stadium – zero out-of-
pocket.

2. They then repay the Bonds 
by leasing the stadium to the Mar-
lins with the Marlins’ lease pay-
ments coming from their stadium 
income - zero out-of-pocket for 
the Marlins.

If there is zero out-of-pocket 
for both the County and the Marlins, 
where does the money come from?

1. The money to build the stadium 
comes from the investors who purchase 
the revenue bonds.

2. The money to repay the inves-
tors comes from all stadium income, 
including ticket sales, concession sales, 
naming rights, luxury box and Club Lev-

el leases, and so forth.
You have noticed that throughout 

this series, we have recommended the 
use of a professional third-party stadium 
management organization.  This writer 
is absolutely committed to this concept. 
They can take a facility that loses money 
and turn it into a profit maker.

You may ask:
“Why can a stadium marketing 

company do a better job of marketing 
the stadium than the City or County?”

Actually, the government agencies 
could probably have equal success at 
marketing the stadium if:

1. They have a fully staffed, trained, 
and motivated department on site, 7 
days a  week, 52 weeks a year, that 
does nothing but market the stadium

2. They recruit from the same pool 
of talent that the private contractor 
does

3. They have years of successfully 
marketing various stadiums around the 
country

4. They pay their employees com-

missions and/or bonuses
5.They offer their employees the 

opportunity for advancement at any 
number of stadiums around the coun-
try without losing their benefit

6. The employee’s work effort de-
termines the employee’s income, which 
can exceed six figures

7. The employee can participate in a 

stock option plan, with unlimited future 
profits

8. And more
 
Make no mistake:  This Stadium can 

be operated as a profitable enterprise.
We only need a group of Communi-

ty leaders to form a “Founders Society” 
and take one small step forward; and 
then another; and then another; and 
so on.  There are approximately 90 cit-
ies in South Florida.  If we only get one 
person from each city, we would have 
a Founders’ Committee of 90 people.  
That would be a great start.

One note about location.  
According to a recent article, both 

the Scarborough Research Study and 
Marlins Ticket Sales Compilations show 
that more tickets are sold to people 
North of the Dade-Broward line than 
South of it.  Based upon that informa-
tion, the ideal location for the Stadium 
would be slightly North of the Dade-

Broward line.
Since the financing strategies out-

lined in this Series are applicable regard-
less of where the Stadium is located, the 
location decision-makers can take ticket 
marketing data into consideration in 
choosing a location, rather than using 
financial parameters exclusively.

The Fort 
Lauderdale City 
News is FREE!

Subscription is easy - 
just send an email to 

subscribe@citynewsfl.com 
with your mailing 
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Or, call (954) 564-1308

The author of this article, 
Chase Adams, has more than 25 

years experience in the business and 
financial world, and is a nationally rec-
ognized attorney, writer and speaker.

He is a former City Attorney and 
Judge and has been admitted to prac-
tice before the Tax Court of the United 
States and the United States Supreme 
Court. 

Chase is a frequent speaker on 
the topics of Win-Win Financial Strate-
gies® and is uniquely qualified to dis-
cuss this topic.  He has been design-
ing financial strategies for public and 
private facilities for many years. He is 
the author of the study, “Land Use and 
Municipal Finance”, the pacesetter in 
the industry.  Another example of his 
achievements in this field is his design 
of the financial infrastructure required 
to build and operate the Metropolitan 
Atlanta Rapid Transit System.  His de-
sign involved coordinating the needs 
and limitations of five Counties, the 
State of Georgia, the City of Atlanta 
and the Transit Authority; plus get-
ting the State Constitution amended 
to accommodate the strategy he de-
signed! 

He can be contacted at chase@
adamslaw.org.

Walli Butt, a recent Law School 
graduate, and Editorial Assistant Di-
ane Brathwaite provided research and 
other services in the preparation of 
this article.
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…what does it mean for 
you?

    By Norman Fisher, CMP

H.R. 5140 is the Bush administra-
tion’s “Recovery Rebates & Economic 
Stimulus for the American People Act 
of 2008”. The bill passed the House of 
Representatives in February. This fol-
lowed Senate approval the prior week. 
President Bush signed it into law.

What does the plan mean to you?
The Recovery Rebates section con-

stitutes half the volume of the bill, and 
breaks down as follows:

Each eligible taxpayer may receive 
a credit up to $600.00 if single, and 
$1,200 if you file a joint return.  To qual-
ify you must have earned income, and 
be an eligible individual. Nonresident 
aliens, estates & trusts are ineligible.

Single filers start at $300.00, and 
joint taxpayers begin at $600.00. Add 
$300.00 for each dependent child 
claimed up to a maximum of $600.00 
(single) and $1,200.00 (joint).  

However, there are income limita-
tions: Single and your income is over 
$75,000, or married with income over 
$150,000, then the amount of your 
credit is reduced by 5% of the portion of 
your income that exceeds the cap. Here 
are three examples for clarification:

•Single and make $75,000, then 
you will receive $300.00.

•Married with 3 children, and joint-
ly earn $150,000 or less, then you can 
expect the full $1,200.00.

•A single Mom, with 3 children 
earning $120,000, though you could 
most use the money, you’d get noth-
ing. Single and earning $120,000 
means that $45,000 of your income is 
in excess of the single filer income cap 
of $75,000.  Your credit is therefore re-
duced by 5% of the income exceeding 
the cap. The “extra” $45,000 will re-
duce your credit by $2,250.00, leaving 
you with nothing. 

What does it mean to small 
business?

Part two, or Sec. 102 of the “tax 
credits for all” plan, allows for increas-
ing the maximum amount a business 
can depreciate at an accelerated pace.  
The limit jumps up to $250,000.00, 
detailed with numerous footnotes and 
references in the bill.  Here again, the 
idea is to stimulate the economy by 
encouraging businesses to move up & 
make capital spending decisions now to 
take advantage of this temporary, but 
liberal expensing of depreciable assets.  
If you own, or are involved in the finan-
cial management of a business, contact 

your accountant or accounting depart-
ment for a detailed explanation of how 
these changes may positively impact 
your spending plans.  I don’t think buy-
ing a boat was the intent, but heck, it 
could stimulate our marine industry.  
Desperate times call for desperate mea-
sures.

 The final part of the bill is “Title II 
– HOUSING GSE & FHA LOAN LIMITS”.  
This section calls for tem-
porarily increasing the 
maximum loan amount 
that can be approved and 
purchased by the GSE’s 
(Government Sponsored 
Enterprises) Fannie Mae 
& Freddie Mac, and the 
Federal Housing Admin-
istration (FHA), in spe-
cial “High Cost Areas”.  
(We live in a high cost 
area.)  The increase is up 
to 125% of the median 
home price, but not to ex-
ceed $729,750.00.  This 
“temporary increase” is 
retroactive to July 1, 2007 
and ends on December 
31, 2008. Initially I had 
hoped this would be the 
cure for our South Florida 
housing malady, but “the 
devil is in the details.”

Over the past few 
years, FHA was largely 
an after thought.  As 
sub prime made lending 
easy, home values rock-
eted past the FHA maxi-
mum, which today is at 
$362,790. Until now, the largest loan 
Fannie or Freddie could approve and 
buy was the conforming loan limit of 
$417,000. Anything greater was con-
sidered a non-conforming or a jumbo 
mortgage. Fannie and Freddie buy all 
conforming loans and guarantee liquid-
ity to that market.  When a broker or 
lender closes a conforming loan, they are 
guaranteed a GSE buyer, which allows 
the lender to replenish any internal as-
sets used or borrowed to fund the loan.   
This GSE/lender activity why the con-
forming loan market did not shut down 
last July with the credit crunch.  The 
jumbo market, did, and has remained 
largely illiquid since July, because there 
has been a limited & shrinking pool of 
buyers. As a result, jumbo mortgages 
now carry a rate premium over con-
forming loans. This is “the market’s” 
way of enticing what money is avail-
able to buy & hold jumbos. Today, a 30-
year fixed conforming mortgage costs 
5.75%.  A jumbo loan carries a rate 1 
to 2.0% higher ranging from 6.75% to 
7.75%.  As eastside home values often 

The Economic ’08 Stimulus Package
result in jumbo loans, this rate disparity 
is a large contributor to the seizing-up 
of our East Fort Lauderdale real estate 
market. 

Had the Stimulus Package outright 
raised the conforming limit “nationally” 
to $729,750.00 our real estate and con-
struction troubles would surely ease.  
This, however, is not the case.  The De-
partment of Housing and Urban Devel-

opment (H.U.D.) has 30-days post sign-
ing into law to determine/set median 
home values to be used in the calcula-
tion.  This will be broken down either 
by state or county.  If the October 2007) 
National Association of Realtors® (NAR) 
statistics for median sales price is an in-
dicator, then the basis for our county 
should be around $346,800.  Using the 
125% factor, our conforming loan limit 
would move up to $433,500.  It doesn’t 
appear to offer much relief for our well 
deserving home owners, home buy-
ers, Realtors, developers, construction 
workers, nor lenders, but let’s wait until 
H.U.D. comes out with their number.  
I’ll be sure to update you on that next 
month.

What does it mean for BIG busi-
ness (Lending, Investment Banking & 
Finance)?

The “Loan Limits” increase is ret-
roactive to 07/01/07 and sunsets on 
12/31/08, why?    In a prior article I 
opened with:  “July 27, 2007 will be re-
membered as the day the credit bubble 

burst.”    Since the July ’07 credit im-
plosion, the jumbo mortgage market 
has been largely illiquid.  By making 
this stimulus package retroactive to July 
it allows Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
to buy jumbo loans that meet the new 
terms, but closed last year.  There are 
tons of unsold jumbo loans out there.  
Banks and mortgage lenders who were 
unexpectedly forced to hold/portfo-

lio these loans will now be able to sell 
them to Fannie and Freddie.  Yes, this 
is a “bailout” of sorts for the mortgage 
banking and investment industry?  But 
the thought from the administration is 
that the liquidity this will bring to the 
jumbo market will trickle down and 
result in lower rates across the jumbo/
non-conforming market, further stimu-
lating faltering local and national econo-
mies.  In the end, we’re back to “trickle 
down” economics. 

Look for my article next month.  By 
then the facts will be in, and I’ll specify 
who can benefit from the stimulus pack-
age, and what strategies to pursue.

Remember:  When in doubt about 
real estate finance, “JustAskNorm”!

About the Author:
Norman Fisher is a resident of Vic-

toria Park. He has been helping friends, 
family and clients strategically manage 
their real estate finance decisions since 
1994. Give him a call with your ques-
tions or comments at (954) 270-2299.  
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Lauderdale Greenspace 
Coalition

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Annual Dues – $30  

(Covers January to December) 

Name  

Address

City                          State           Zip 

Telephone                           

Email ________________________
Your membership helps save our greenspace in Fort 
Lauderdale. If you would like to join us please make 
your check payable to and send it to:  
          Lauderdale Greenspace Coalition

P.O. Box 11824 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33339 

(954) 564-1308 

LAUDERDALE GREENSPACE COALITION FORMED
The Fort 

Lauderdale City 
News is FREE!

Subscription is easy - 
just send an email to 

subscribe@citynewsfl.com 
with your mailing 

address and you’ll be 
promptly added to our list.

Or, call (954) 564-1308

Coalition continued from page 1

The coalition is committed to fight 
for our few open green spaces and their 
important aesthetic and environmen-
tal benefits of our residents. Where 
possible, the Coalition would like to 
add to our open spaces.

The group notes that Broward 
County with its 1.8 million people is 
“built out” meaning all the large open 
spaces have long since been devel-
oped with housing tracts, strip malls, 
parking lots, etc. In fact, Broward 

County, by population is larger than 
16 states and our population contin-
ues to grow. Our residents constantly 
feel the effects and irritants of ever in-
creasing congestion.

Now, more development pres-
sure, or “infilling,” continues to grow 
alarmingly for the remaining spaces 
that are typically small, a few acres 
or less. Golf courses are especially ap-
pealing to developers as are parks. 
Two golf courses, American Golf Two golf courses, American Golf 
Course and the Coral Ridge Country Course and the Coral Ridge Country 
Club Estates Golf Course are the last Club Estates Golf Course are the last 
golf courses in Fort Lauderdale and golf courses in Fort Lauderdale and 
are under grave threat from develop-are under grave threat from develop-
ers.ers.

Our parks are also threatened as 
Fort Lauderdale faces budget cuts. 
Selling our city’s parks, or pieces of 
them, to developers can be attractive 
to city leaders. Questionable zoning 
changes of open spaces contributes 
to their loss. Overall, we are seeing 
the whittling away of our open green 
spaces and elected officials have done 
little to help while constantly caving 
in to developers’ demands. The city, 
through poor vision and little political 
leadership over the years, is down to 
very little open green space.

But the need for open space is 
critical. Our open spaces allow pre-
cious rain to soak through soil and 
help replenish ground water and 
aquifers instead of running off to 
the ocean. They provide urban cool-
ing when most of the city is already 
heat producing asphalt roads, build-
ings and roof tops. Native wildlife 
also benefit and our open spaces 
attract birds who winter here. There 
are many important outdoor activi-
ties at our parks that are healthy and 
fun such as sports. They also serve an 
emotional function for those who like 
to fly a kite, host meetings and orga-
nize numerous outdoor events like 

barbeques, family events, auto shows, 
pride festivals and others. Just to be 
able to exercise, walk and generally 
enjoy our beautiful parks contributes 
greatly to our general well-being. 

Even small intra-neighborhood 
pocket parks often a half acre or less, 
are valuable for children play areas, 
neighborhood gatherings, dog walk-
ing, etc.

Look for more stories on the 
group’s upcoming activities in the 
Fort Lauderdale City News.

The Lauderdale Greenspace Co-
alition invites residents who are tired 
of mindless development to join the     
effort. Existing groups, like local gar-
den clubs, are welcome to join the 
Coalition. 

Your membership, only $30, pro-
vides funds for this all important work. 
Use the form below to help us save 
Fort Lauderdale’s last green spaces.

To learn more call (954) 564-1308 
or visit their website at www.lauder-
dalegreenspace.org
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                 By Kevin Lane

Red Cross Announces Designers’ 
Show House(s) Dates

This year, the American Red Cross, 
Broward County Chapter, will have two 
Designers’ Show Houses, transforming 
two exceptional mansions on Nurmi 
Drive.  One-forty-six Nurmi Drive is a 
sweeping Mediterranean-style home 
with an impressive multi-story grand 
hall overlooking a sizeable outdoor 
entertainment area, pool, and dock-
age. One-fifty-three Nurmi Drive is an 
ultra-contemporary home, featuring a 
unique master suite occupying the en-
tire second floor. Both floors overlook a 
spa pool, multi-level outdoor entertain-
ment area and dockage.  Michael Payne, 
of HGTV’s Designing for the Sexes, will 
serve as Honorary Chair for the second 
year in a row.  Dates are March 1st to 
March 23rd from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. daily.  For information, call (954) 
797-3842.

PosiPalooza Concert Tour Stops 
at Unity Church

PosiPalooza 2008 is a touted as an 
uplifting evening of “Positive Spiritual 
Music for all faiths.”  The music is both 
exciting and stimulating, with thought-
ful messages that crosses over all genres 
of music and is “… changing the world, 
one song at a time.”  From pop to rock, 
bluegrass and folk to country, r&b to 
jazz, and everything in between. The 
concert takes place at Unity Church of 
Fort Lauderdale, 1900 N.E. 6th Court, 
on Friday evening, March 16th start-
ing at 7:00 p.m..  Tickets are $15.00 in 
advance and $20.00 at the door.  For 
information, call (954) 463-4359.  

Las Olas Gourmet Urban Market
Celebrates “Spring Market 

Festival”

The popular Sunday Las Olas ‘Urban 
Gourmet Farmer’s Market’ will celebrate 
a “Spring Market Festival” on Sunday, 
March 16th.  “We will be bringing in as 
many gourmet vendors as we possibly 
can fit in the area adjacent to the Las 
Olas Chemist at 1201 East Las Olas, in 
addition to the traditional selection of 
fresh fruits and vegetables, home made 
Hummus, salsa and guacamole, orchids 
and much more,” organizer Marc Leach 
said.  The hours will be the same as the 
regular Sunday Market, from 9:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m.  Call (954) 462-4166.

Gallery One Hotel Transforms 
Vue on the Water Restaurant 
 And Adds ‘Jazz on the Water’ 

Every Thursday Night
    

Jazz on the Water takes place at 
Gallery One Hotel on the outdoor din-
ing terrace overlooking the beautiful 
Intracoastal every Thursday night. Out-
door dining has been greatly expanded 
with the completion of the expansive 
marble topped waterfront bar, two fire 
pits, tiki torches and expanded food ser-
vice around the bar and pool.  Other 

accents include new outdoor lighting 
and ‘happy hour’ drink specials.  Din-
ing at the Vue Restaurant is enhanced 
by the white gauze drapes that have the 
look of a gentle, undulating waterscape 
projected on it, with the static logo of 
the Vue Restaurant, creating a dramatic 
visual effect. Gallery One is at 2670 E. 
Sunrise Boulevard.  For information, call 
(954) 335-4607.

Goodwill Ambassadors Plan 
Lunch & Lecture At Café de Paris 

on The Dreaming Mind

A little shameless publicity for my 
April 3rd Lunch & Lecture/Book Review 
on The Dream-
ing Mind at Café 
de Paris, benefit-
ing the Goodwill 
Ambassadors.  
Drawing heavily 
on the book by 
Robert L. Van de 
Castle, Ph., the 
talk offers “… 
a sweeping ex-
ploration of the 
role that dreams 
have played in 
politics, art, reli-
gion, and psychology, from ancient civi-
lizations to the present day.”

The program begins with a half-
hour ‘get-acquainted’ wine and hors 
d’oeuvres reception starting at 12:00 
noon, followed by a full-course lunch 
served while I give my talk and Power 
Point presentation. Question and an-
swer session during dessert and coffee. 
The all inclusive cost is $50.00 per per-
son.  Call (954) 493-6313 for reserva-
tions.

FuturePoint’s Charity No-
Limit Texas Hold’em Poker 

Tournament at Florida Cigar 
Company

“Smoke on the River III,” a charity 
no-limit Texas Hold’em Poker Tourna-
ment to benefit FuturePoint’s youth em-
powerment and leadership programs, 
takes place on 
March 13th at 
the newly reno-
vated Florida 
Cigar Company.  
Players will enjoy 
gourmet food 
such as crab 
cakes and lolli-
pop lamb chops, 
an open bar on 
select brands, a player pack full of great 
goodies and a prize pool valued at over 
$16,000. The playing field is capped at 

50 people.  A suggested charitable do-
nation of $500 is requested.  To register 
for the event, visit www.futurepoint.
org, or call 954-564-0555.

Great IMAX 3D Films At 
The Museum of Discovery & 

Science

Sometimes we forget that we have 
a fantastic 300-seat movie theater that 
features a 60 ft. x 80 ft. screen and a 
15,000 watt digital sound system that 
delivers six discrete channels of clear 
sound through 42 speakers. The Au-
toNation® IMAX Theater shows both 
2D and 3D films.  Currently you can see 
“U2 3D,” a U2 concert shot in South 
America, an African Adventure 3D: Sa-
fari in the Okavango, Sea Monsters 3D, 

with stunning photo-realistic computer-
generated animation that transports 
audiences back to the Late Cretaceous, 
and The Spiderwick Chronicles, a fan-
tasy adventure for the child in all of us.  
The Grand Canyon adventure starts on 
March 28th.  Fabulous experience!!  For 
show times, visitors should call 954.463.
IMAX (4629).

PINION’s St. Patrick’s Day Social
To Benefit Broward Special 

Olympics

Wednesday, March 12th, PINION is 
celebrating St. Patrick’s Day from 6:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Briny River-
front Irish Bar and Restaurant at 305 S. 
Andrews in Las Olas Riverfront.  $35.00 
per person includes two drink tickets, 
Irish Buffet and live music.  Wear green!  
Call (954) 772-6222.

About the Author:

Kevin Lane is a popular photogra-
pher and journalist covering society, 
fashion, entertainment, dining and 
South Florida Lifestyle.  He’s a Publicist 
with ‘blue-chip’ clients in the non-profit 
and for-profit sector and is a motiva-
tional speaker as well as a lecturer on 
historic and famous figures including 
Napoleon Bonaparte, Ancient Egyptian 
dynasties, Estee Lauder and famed tap 
dancer, Bill ‘Bojangles’ Robinson.  He 
can be reached at klane@gate.net. 

Kevin invites your comments and 
can be reached at (954) 467-2624.

Kevin’s KornerKevin’s Korner

View of the pool at 146 Nurmi

 Visitors at the Las Olas Green Market

The waterfront Gallery One Hotel

Book cover, The 
Dreaming Mind

Texas Hold’em 
Logo



Page 24  - March, 2008 -  Fort Lauderdale City News Get a free subscription - subscribe@citynewsfl.comwww.citynewsfl.com

Politics Et CeteraPolitics Et Cetera “If you don’t vote, you don’t matter.”

2008 CANDIDATES 
ROUNDUP

           by Steve Kelley

Mayor of Fort Lauderdale

At this point, only District 4 City 
Commissioner Cindy Hutchinson has 
formally announced her candidacy for 
Mayor of Fort Lauderdale. Hutchinson 
has 8 years of solid experience on the 
City Commission. Hutchinson originally 
won her city commission seat on cam-

paign promises to 
slow down ram-
pant development. 
She has relaxed 
that stance over 
the years, however, 
and has voted for 
large scale develop-
ments angering her 
base. Once loyal 

supporters now look at her askance and 
feel somewhat betrayed. Overall, she’s 
done a good job.

Jack Seiler, now a Democratic 
State Representative in District 92 who’s 
forced to leave the seat because of the 
wisdom of term limits. Seiler has been 
quite coy repeatedly delaying his an-
nouncement for the Mayor’s seat. 

Perhaps he’s looking at the mayor’s 
puny $35,000 salary and wondering if 
the $90,000 County Commission seat 
of John Rodstrom (or perhaps another 
higher paying office) would be more 
“attractive.” 

Seiler’s past campaigns have been 
run by political “heavyweight” Judy 
Stern. Stern also successfully ran Char-
lotte Rodstrom’s (County commissioner 
John Rodstrom’s wife) 2006 campaign 
for City Commission. 

Seiler has been a lackluster state rep-
resentative showing little leadership, few 
sponsored bills, preferring to not “rock 
the boat” and be everybody’s friend, on 
both sides of the aisle. This play-it-safe 
modus operandi probably feels good 
and is less stressful but how exactly have 
his constituents benefited from his time 
in office? His do-nothing, don’t-take-
a-stand 6 years in the state house says 
a lot about how he would perform as 
mayor. If he ever announces, that is.

Unfounded rumors department:
Romney Rogers is Naugle’s guy 

for mayor and his neighbor in Rio Vista 
and would undoubtedly be his puppet 
for Naugle’s future behind-the-scenes 
control should he actually run and win 
the seat.

John Aurelius was a District One 
City Commissioner but walked out of 

his term half way through. He gave no 
reason but most people thought he 
was tired of the whole business. Gloria 
Katz was then appointed to finish out 
his term and did a great job. 

Aurelius was out in public, and out 
of character, dutifully manning the BBQ 
grill flipping burgers for Tim Smith’s 
January 13th Street block party neigh-
borhood event honoring our the great 
cops who help our neighborhoods.

Another dark horse is Steve Rossi 
- a local high-powered lawyer whose 
hundred or so bus bench ads we see all 
over town. Rossi has had a low politi-
cal profile in recent years but has a lot 
of money behind him; if he runs that 
is. Look for his article on respect for the 
gay community on page; compare and 
contrast his viewpoints to those of ho-
mophobe Mayor Naugle.

District One City Commission

Commissioner Christine Teel will 
have a strong opponent this time after  
being automatically re-elected last  time 
when nobody bothered to run.

However, this time Teel will actually 
have to work for re-election. A local and 
highly intelligent lawyer, Inger Garcia, 
has mounted a well funded and robust 
campaign. Teel is out of it more and 
more and is on the wrong side of sev-
eral big, and critical, issues in her district; 
she’s not even aware of them. Garcia is 
a columnist for this 
publication and has 
become a champion 
of the Galt Ocean 
Mile; it the Galt that 
clearly decides sev-
eral of our local elec-
tions as they vote at 
80% rates when the 
city at large votes at 
only 10%.

But then Teel continues to make 
noises about running for mayor. No one 
else has surfaced yet for District One. 

District 2 City Commission
As of press time, there are no an-

nounced candidates to oppose Char-
lotte Rodstrom. It’s kind of odd as 
District 2 usually fields more candi-
dates than other district in the city. One         
rumored possibility is South Middle 
River’s Civic Association President Rick 
Gibson who’s working hard to bring 
up that neighborhood. lf he does run, 
we’ll  probably see someone “show up” 
to split up the anti-incumbent vote to 
help Rodstrom win a second term. May-
be Judy Stern will get her Ocala buddy, 
James Christopher Peer, to run. Worked 
great in the 2006 mayor’s race. 

District 3 City Commission

Bobby DuBose has announced his 
candidacy for Carlton Moore’s seat on 
the city commission. DuBose, a gradu-
ate from the University of Florida, has 
reasonable credentials serving on the 
Marine Advisory Board and as a Board 
Member for the NAACP and several 
other local positions. DuBose says he’s 
running for “lower property taxes and 
to foster economic development and 
jobs and to improve our schools.”

DuBose has also worked on cam-
paigns for Alcee Hastings and Chris 
Smith. www. bobbydubose.com.

Unfounded rumors department:
Corey Allston is rumored to run 

as is Fort Lauderdale Assistant Chief of 
Police Frank Adderly. Adderly would 
be a superb city commissioner and is 
highly experienced with the crime issues 
that plague the district. He would enjoy 
outstanding community support.

District 4 City Commission

Commissioner Cindy Hutchinson 
will be term-limited out and District 4 is 
thus an open seat. 

Darin Lentner, a lawyer, says he’s 
running for the city commission after 
originally declaring he would run for 
State Rep. Ellyn Bogdanoff’s District 91 
seat. A fellow Republican, Bogdanoff 
didn’t like the idea of being challenged 
(oh, my) in a Republican primary contest. 
Word on the street is she and Hutchin-
son struck a deal whereby Lentner 
would drop out of the District 91 race. 
In return, Bogdanoff and Hutchinson 
would “endorse” him for District 4 City 
Commission. Oddly, Lentner’s website, 
darinlentner.com still proclaims to the 
world he’s running for District 91!

Las Olas’s Coleman Prewitt is 
running for District 4. Prewitt started a 
successful law firm at only age 35; he is 
openly gay and is on the Board of One 
Community and belongs to the Found-
ers Circle of the GLCC. Mark Ketcham 
is handling his campaign and he could 
end up being a formidable opponent. 

Bill Saunders, 65 years old, told 
me in 2006 he was running for city 
commission; ain’t heard from him since. 
I’ve asked him to send me his campaign 
announcements but he refuses saying, 
“I don’t want to say anything too early 
because people will forget.” Indeed.

John Rodstrom’s County 
Commission Seat - District 7

Insiders say Rodstrom is vulner-
able after narrowly winning re-election 
4 years ago. Robert McKinzie came 

within 700 votes of beating Rodstrom 
in 2004 and will run again - this time 
well funded, more organized and deter-
mined. McKinzie, from Plantation, is the 
brother of former Broward Supervisor of 
Elections Miriam Oliphant.

Brian Caletka, currently on the 
Davie City Commission, will also run for 
the this seat. Randy Dunlap is working 
on the campaign; Dunlap ran an un-
successful campaign against Rodstrom 
in the last election cycle and perhaps 
learned lessons that will help Caletka.

Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner 
Carlton Moore will be running for the 
seat a second time. Moore is term lim-
ited out, after 19 years, but you never 
know after his cute games with the 
rules when he ran a very ineffectual 
campaign for against John Rodstrom 
four years ago. 

In November, 2007, Mark Morales  
from Davie filed to run in District 7.

Overall, this will be an interest-
ing contest and could mean a healthy 
change on the County Commission.

Supervisor of Elections

Now opponents don’t generally line 
up to take on the incumbent for this po-
sition. Ask Jane Carroll who was in of-
fice for around 20 plus  years and mostly 
re-elected with no opposition.

But Adriane Reesey is running 
against Brenda Snipes and feels the Su-

pervisor of Elections 
office has a lot of room 
for improvement. 

For over 30 years, 
she has worked in cor-
rections, law enforce-
ment and its periphery 
working toward under-
standing and justice.

Reesey has been a poll worker for 
the Broward County Supervisor of Elec-
tions, and remains vocal regarding civic 
duty, responsibility and voting.

At her campaign kickoff event on 
February 12, she said something quite 
amazing: that she would work aggres-
sively to counter our poor voter turnout 
with strong outreach efforts to register 
voters while educating them on the 
importance of participating in the elec-
tion process. Phil busey is her campaign 
manager – votereesey2008.com/

Don’t forget to visit former City 
Commissioner Tim Smith’s new 
political blog at www.timsmith.
com for lots of inside info on our 
local political scene.

Got Questions? Call Steve       
Kelley directly at (954) 564-1308.
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           By Robert Cherin

“You got to want to do it. You 
got to have a can-do attitude. You 
got to be prepared to invest your 
money. You got to plan. You got 
to dream. You got to promote.” 

Peter Feldman

If straight-talking John Wayne were 
alive and chose Fort Lauderdale real es-
tate developing over being a movie star, 
he’d be Peter Feldman.

Feldman’s domain is Flagler Village, 
a 12-something acres of reborn down-
town Fort Lauderdale, where the living 
is easy. With three new large projects of 
townhouses going up he figures to give 
up the badge, but still be in the back-
ground.

Flagler Village is a six block area of 
once withered downtown Fort Lauder-
dale that is being redeveloped to make 
everything you need within walking 
distance. And when the streetcar takes 
you from …

Urban spread revitalized so many 
downtown areas in other cities it had to 
catch on in Fort Lauderdale. This spread 
is driven by the premise that density 
works. To be sure, this project will serve 
as a powerful catalyst to revitalize the 
north side of Fort Lauderdale and help 
improve Flagler Heights’ blighted areas.

Feldman is president of New Phase 
Realty. Guarding his building is a tall 
statue of Neptune, and construction 
was ongoing on all sides despite the 
rainy afternoon.

Spread out on the table in the con-
ference room was the plot map of Fla-
gler Village. “It’s an assemblage that has 
gone for the better part of a quarter of a 
century,” he said.

An astonishing 905 new rental units 
are in the works. The Alexian at Flagler 

Village is being developed by Trammell-
Crow Residential, and 440 4th Avenue is 
being developed by The ZOM Compa-
nies. Henry Square is being redesigned 
by the Minto Company.

Feldman said, “I started the trend of 
in-town housing in the late 70s. At that 
time, the downtown area was a shriv-
eled up place. I always thought people 
wanted to live near the beach, so I start-
ed building townhouses in Victoria Park, 
and people were anxious for the life-
style. Now, 30 years later in downtown 
Fort Lauderdale you can see that trend 

took on a life of its own. And the neigh-
borhoods now are so successful. We are 
creating a place where density works. 
It’s been a long, slow crawl.”

Feldman was involved with the 
Community Redevelopment Agency 
(CRA) as a volunteer when he sat on 
their Advisory Board. At present, he sits 
on the board of the Downtown Devel-
opment Authority.

“That’s part of the whole urban 
downtown story, the opportunity to 
create an accessible if possible carless 
environment,” he said, “which is not the 
case anywhere in Broward County.”

He’s working on a transit project, a 
streetcar system, to circulate from this 
neighborhood, Sistrunk and Flagler Vil-
lage, down to the hospital district, con-
necting Las Olas, the Government Cen-
ter, the 2nd street-Himmarshee district, 
and Performing Arts Center. It’s a five 
minute ride if you have an efficient sys-
tem set up; a person wouldn’t need an 
automobile. By streetcar, you can go to 
all the amenities of downtown, which 
connects to Broward County Transit 
and to the trolleys that take you to the 
beach.

As recently as the 70s, Fort Lauder-
dale’s downtown was without a resi-
dential component. It was totally aban-
doned.

He said, “Now we have 4-5,000 
residents, in an area that’s 350 acres. 
The old 40s Cracker Jacks box houses 
are being replaced with larger, more 
contemporary houses. “It may seem 
more crowded now, but all those old 
multi-family and shot gun rental build-
ings, built in the 50s and 60s that were 
in Victoria Park had 4 and 5 units on a 
50-foot lot and back-out parking in the 
front.

“Now those lots have been amal-
gamated into 2s, 3s, and 4s. The town-
houses give the perception of crowd-
ing because they’re 3-stories tall. But in 
reality, it’s still the same density. We’re 
just replacing people and replacing life-
styles. 

According to Feldman his work 
“primarily has been completed on these 
three projects.” What he’s done for the 
last quarter-century was assemble the 
property, deal with all the zoning issues 
and political issues of an area that was 
blighted and in steady decline for the last 
40 years, and try to visualize develop-
ments that would uplift the area. Then 
he designed all the projects, “got all the 
approvals for the projects and then at 
this point put these major institutional 
quality developers in the drivers’ seats 
to do what they do, to finance it, build 
it, manage it, sell it. I no longer do the 
day-to-day management of these proj-
ects.

“My involvement brought it to this 
point. My involvement was on a bigger 
scale, turning this area, from Broward 
Blvd. to Sunrise Blvd, and from Federal 
Hwy to the Florida East Coast Railroad 
tracks, into a viable mixed used (residen-
tial, commercial, retail) urban neighbor-
hood. It creates an environment where 
somebody can live without an automo-
bile. They can shop, eat, work; and to 
recreate, we convinced the city and the 

TWELVE ACRES OF NEEDED NEW DEVELOPMENT RISES IN 
12 ACRES OF DOWNTOWN FORT LAUDERDALE

county to build an urban pocket park. 
It’s the urban concept of being in a 
neighborhood that’s sustainable.”

 
Feldman’s regrets:
a): “It’s been a long difficult process 

to get this clean slate to become viable. 
Over the years, so much of Broward 
County was built out, and out popu-
lation grew from 750,000 people to 
1,800,000; where are all those people? 
Most of them are west of I-95. There’s 
always heavy traffic on I-595, if you’re 
crazy enough to drive every day. I like 
to tell people that when you live in 
downtown Fort Lauderdale, you never 
have to leave your zip code. You can 
live, work, recreate, get on an airplane 
in five minutes; you can do everything 
in a 21st century lifestyle without losing 
those precious hours every day;”

b): “The CRA Advisory Board was 
appointed in 1996 and the CRA adopted 
a redevelopment plan. Here we are, 13 
years later. It took all those years to get 
to the point where positive large-scale 
redevelopment is starting to happen.”

Remember, when John Wayne first 
told his fans he was turning in his spurs 
and he came back to win an Oscar as 
Rooster Cogburn? Peter Feldman’s 
award is coming, he’ll see his dream 
come true, the completion of his be-
loved Flagler Village.

For more information about the 
project call (954) 523-4050.

Peter Feldman, left, and Dan 
Weinstein, project manager for 
Trammell Crow Residential 
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WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW BEFORE WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW BEFORE 
STARTING PILATESSTARTING PILATES

               
                                        by Tonka Cascais

“Pilates is the best and most complete exercise regimen, if executed properly. 
It engages the entire body, using the body weight for resistance making it very 
functional for overall strengthening, balance and rehabilitation.

Developed in early 1900’s by the legendary trainer and 
gymnast Joseph Pilates, this unique body conditioning 
technique was originally called CONTROLOGY with main 
focus on rehabilitation.

The philosophy is simple; MOVEMENT HEALS AND 
STRENGTHENS THE BODY while targeting five muscle 
groups; abdominals, inner and outer thighs, buttocks and 
back or what Mr. Pilates called the POWER HOUSE OF THE 
BODY.

A car doesn’t move until the engine starts. Our engine 
is the POWER HOUSE which Pilates conditions to engage 
while we move to prevent injuries.

The TRUE concept behind Pilates is very different from 
taking a MAT class with 20 Pilates enthusiasts using yoga mats on hardwood 
floor.

Romana Krizanowska, Pilates’s assistant and right hand for over 50 years says; 
”Joe never did mat classes, he developed the mat for his clients to practice when 
away. At the studio the real work was on the apparatus where he was a ge-
nius.”

So why is everyone being taught Mat from the start without knowledge and 
understanding of TRUE Pilates? Can it be that anyone can learn 34 exercises in less 
than 20 hrs. of training, become a so called “Pilates Instructor” and start teaching 
Pilates, potentially jeopardizing one’s health and destroying technique so unique 
and beneficial for golf, running, tennis and everyone determined to stay healthy.

HAVE YOU EVER HAD A BAD HAIR CUT FEEL ALMOST RIGHT? DON’T LET 
THAT HAPPEN TO YOUR PILATES WORKOUT and visit us at ProPilates Studio 
where instructors are trained personally by Romana Krizanowska, who in her 80’s 
visits us often to teach TRUE PILATES and continue the work of an extraordinary 
man, who believed in creating a system of exercises using different equipment to 
help achieve personal goals and heal injuries. 

Don’t wait to experience the work we offer: 1 Introductory session and 10 
Tower classes for $200. Visit ProPilates Studio at the Harbor Shops, 1845 Cordova 
Road, suite 212, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 or call 954 767-8005. 

Schedule your Introductory Session and let the journey begin.

Pro PilatesPro Pilates

A SPECIAL NOTE FROM TONKA CASCAIS

Imagine stepping out of the hustle and bustle of South Florida into 
a friendly, nuturing ,healthy atmosphere. A sophisticated atmosphere. A 
special place with an attentive, knowledgable , international staff that 
takes personal pride in caring for you and working your body to the point 
that is “just right:” a point that leaves you glowing all over.

How many times have you gone for a workout only to have been 
promised the world but not given it. Well you never have to feel that way 
again. At Pro Pilates we deliver on our promises.

We promise to make you feel always welcomed, more youthful, con-
fident and fit.

Pilates as we teach it, the traditional method, it’s taught by our certi-
fied instructors who will give you a tough workout individually designed 
and crafted just for you. Your body will be stretched and strengthened, 
you will be longer and leaner with control over all your muscles. You will 
stand straighter, look and feel taller, walk and move ... go through your 
day with a beauty and grace and confidence that no other workout can 
give you. We work to build a strong core, rock hard tush and supple long 
limbs.

Come to this place of beauty, grace, strength and health.

You are always welcomed here and only after a few lessons you will 
have a different attitude, be stronger and fitter, work and move with new 
energy, grace and confidence.

Tackling Climate 
Change is mission 

of local solar 
entrepreneur

By Robert Alcock, (954 270-1754

Last summer, for the first time, Polar 
Bears were found in open water with 
no ice pack in site. Their Arctic territory is 
literally falling apart. Those bears died.

This is the reality of climate change. 
Sure, what happens to polar bears in 
the Arctic may have little effect on peo-
ple in South Florida, but eventually, sto-

ries similar to these will be about natural 
tragedies happening here.

Life in the Arctic region is undergo-
ing complete transformation. Every year, 
people are witnessing massive changes 
in the weather and ice conditions. The 
polar ice caps and the Greenland ice 
sheets are literally melting away. Gla-
ciers that used to move at a few feet per 
year are moving at many feet per day. 
This is a tragedy of biblical proportions. 
These geological features took tens of 
thousands of years to form and now 
they can be seen disappearing right be-
fore our eyes!

Regardless of social persuasion, few 
people disagree that climate change is 
real. While many critics think that climate 
change is a natural cycle, the consensus 
among international scientists now is 
that climate change is at least in large 
part due to human activity since the in-
dustrial revolution. The rises in tempera-
tures correlate perfectly with the rise of 
the industrial age. It is widely believed 
that we have less than ten years to take 
action, or we face passing a point of no 
return.

The main gas causing global warm-
ing is CO2. Anything that runs on fuel 
of any kind – even the new “clean fuels” 
ethanol and natural gas produce CO2 
when they burn. The only fuels which 
do not are hydrogen and nuclear fuel. 

In order to tackle climate change we 
must simply stop burning carbon based 
fuels and start using alternative energy 
and reduce our energy consumption. In 
Florida, solar power is the best option 
to fight climate change.

As with any energy situation, it      

always costs less to conserve energy 
than it does to produce it. Even when 
installing solar systems, experts recom-
mend first maximizing the efficiency of 
your home.

South Floridians start to 
flock towards Solar Electric 
systems.

 Everyone wonders why the 
Sunshine State does not use solar power. 
There is no good reason. It most likely, at 
least in part, is because we have some 
of the most restrictive building codes 
in the country. There is good reason 
for these codes, Hurricane Alley makes 
the business of construction a whole lot 
more complex than in other areas. Ev-
erything has to be able to withstand at 
least some kind of hurricane force winds 
and in order to make sure of that there 
is an extensive system in place to test 
and approve building products to meet 
certain criteria. These tests are expensive 
and time consuming and are one of the 
most likely reasons that we have not 
seen solar until recently. Another reason 
for the lack of solar systems here could 
simply be the cost.

Over the last few years though, sev-
eral things have happened that now 
make solar power not just viable, but 
actually a good investment. Firstly, while 
it is still a considerable investment, the 
cost has come down from what it was. 
Also, over the past few years, both the 
Federal government and the State of 
Florida have been offering sizable in-
come tax credits and cash back rebates 
respectively. Solar systems are now ex-
empt from property tax assessments, 
unlike other upgrades to your home. 
And now, at least in Broward and Palm 
Beach counties, there are PV (Photo Vol-
taic) panels that meet building code. The 
rising cost of energy is another factor ef-
fecting the picture. 

Most people think of solar panels 
and then they think of hurricanes! In re-
ality, most panels are designed to with-
stand winds in excess of 135 mph. Also, 
the glass that encases the solar cells is 
impact resistant. 

While there have been innovations 
surfacing like “thin film” solar cells and 
solar roof tiles, these for the most part 
are still considered very specialized, even 
within the world of the solar industry. 
However, the typical solar PV panel is 
much more efficient than in the past 
and they are extremely dependable. 
Many solar panels carry an astonishing 
25 year manufacturers Warranty  – one 
of the highest of any consumer product. 
In reality, they will likely last much longer 
than that. 

 
To learn more about solar power, call 

Robert Alcock of SOLAR Mainstream, a 
division of RACI, inc. Building services. 

He can be reached locally at He can be reached locally at 
(954) 270-1754. (954) 270-1754. 
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CC # B-176 

We Come to You!   Car Washes from $10! 

(954)564-5540 
www.smileykidz.com

Smiley Kidz Dental
Dr. Oana Romasan

            Dentistry for Children & Adolescents 
1749 N.E. 26th ST. Ste B 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305

Detail Roofing, Inc.Detail Roofing, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Re-Roofs & Repairs - Tile - Metal  Shingles

Licensed & Insured
CCC 1326461
State Certifi ed

954-564-0115
1167 NE 24th St.  

Wilton Manors, FL 33305

Business Card ads on 
this page are only $39

Call (954) 564-1308 
for more information

“A Time To Dance” 
Pre-ballet, ballet, tap, Jazz/lyrical, 
hip hop - all ages 

Grace E. Kaye 
Director/Choreographer 

Boca Raton, Florida 
561-901-0169 
atimetodanceus@aol.com 
www.atimetodance.us 

TUTORING  954-646-8246
7 Ways of Learning - TeachersToTeachers.com

SAT prep / homework help / FCAT prep
Free CD to promote reading and larger vocabulary

Free copy of the “Get Ahead” 
workbook  

Learn how to put something 
educational on that iPod

Free tips by email  
mistermath@comcast.net

SAT Word of 

the month:

ludicrous

ACCORDION & ROLLUP
HURRICANE SHUTTERS

Quick Installation
Free Estimates!

PICO ALUMA, INC. 
CALL 954-829-7239
CODE APPROVED - Licensed & Insured

FLYER DELIVER EXPRESS!
Fast Door-to-Door delivery of your 

newsletter or specialty items
Cheaper & Faster than the Post Offi ce

Reliable and Honest
Call for a free quote!

Sheila - (954) 822-2161

 Gourmet
Single The

*A Dining Out Organization for Singles*

 Broward County Chapter 954-723-9608
 Palm Beach County Chapter 561-276-2595

DON’T WASTE $ ON IMPROPER 
TREE TRIMMING!

Call for Free Estimate 
(954) 202-6243

B.S. Environmental Horticulture, University of Florida 
 I.S.A. Certified Arborist 

Nancy McRae
954.478.4089
email: nancy1968@bellsouth.net

permanent
makeup

Laser hair 
removal
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FROG SAYS
HELLO SOUTH FLORIDA. GOODBYE BUGS.

Get to know us better by visiting: middletonpest.com

1-866-FLA-FROG

South Florida’s newest neighbor is Middleton Lawn & Pest 
Control, one of the nation’s top pest control and lawn care 
companies. We’d like to introduce ourselves...and the Frog.

Call today for a free inspection and estimate.

Stay in Your House.
Behind in your house  

payments?
We can lend you the money to 

catch up. 
Let’s see if we can qualify you. 

No cost or obligation. 
Call Ed at 954-560-1055

PORSCHE 944, 1984 FOR SALE

Silver, one 
owner, 

67K miles, 
excellent
condition

only 
$7900!

Call Dave at (954) 873-6777(954) 873-6777

Need Dental?Need Dental?
Only $19.95 per month!Only $19.95 per month!

www.dennismarion.ourperfectcard.comwww.dennismarion.ourperfectcard.com
Call Dennis Marion - 954-882-0242

Includes
Vision,
Prescription, Chiropractic!
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Letters
Submitting your 

letter to the Editor:
Your letters to the editor are welcome 
at the Fort Lauderdale City News. You 
should include your telephone number 
so that you may be called for verifi ca-
tion. Your name will be included with 
your published letter to the editor.

Emailed letters are best - email your 
letter to: letters@citynewsfl .com
Letters can be mailed to:

Ft. Lauderdale City News
P. O. Box 347
300 E. Oakland Park Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334

FROM THE “I’M SMARTER 
THAN YOU ARE 
DEPARTMENT”

As I drove around and saw all the con-
do buildings going up in recent years, 

Bankrupt!
Florida Taking Its Toll 

(Brothers) 
On Daughter’s Condo

You just can’t make this stuff up. 
Apparently even a big builder’s daugh-
ter can’t seem to keep faith in the 
Florida housing market.
According to an SEC fi ling, Wendy  
Topkis, daughter of Toll Brothers co-
founder and Vice-Chairman Bruce Toll, 
is walking away from a Florida condo, 
just like everyone else. A Toll Broth-
ers condo! The Palm Beach Post says it 
best: Et Tu Wendy?

According to the home builder’s proxy 
statement:

Prior to fi scal 2007, the Company 
entered into an agreement of sale to 
build and sell a condominium to Wendy 
Topkis, Bruce E. Toll’s daughter,
and her husband for a purchase price of 
$2,468,075. In January 2008, the buyers 
informed the Company that they did 
not intend to make settlement on the 
condominium. The Company intends to 
pursue its rights under the agreement of 
sale.

Does that mean they’ll sue darling 
daughter? The company’s general
counsel says they are pursuing normal 
procedures.

Daddy is quoted as saying she just 
changed her mind because she had
another child and the place would be too 
small, but I’m guessing the 13 percent 
drop in Florida prices was screaming 
at her a little louder than the baby. So 
Wendy just adds to the company’s 61 
percent cancellation rate in the Sunshine 
State.

Now, if Wendy was required to put 
down the same 7 percent deposit on the
new home as everybody else, then she 
could be out $172,765. Of course,
daddy owns almost fi ve percent of the 
company (market cap) around $3.5
billion, so maybe he could help out, or 
perhaps he wants her to learn
about fi scal responsibility the hard way. 
None of my business of course;
just family business…or lack thereof.

Grayson Walker, Fort Lauderdale

I often thought those condo builders 
were smarter than me. I thought they 
were truly amazing individuals, like 
Donald Trump, who could raise the 
money and manage all the construc-
tion and get the job done through all 
kinds of adversity. They were making 
lots of money and livin’ large.

Now the developer of the huge Strada 
117 unit Condo building on Third Av-
enue has gone bankrupt. What are we 
now to think of our “smart” develop-
ers? One wonders what will happen to 
the 48 owners and what of the “condo 
association and maintenance issues?”

Obviously, this is only the beginning 
of such bankruptcies. If you look 
closely at so many of the condo and 
townhouse projects started in recent 
years you’ll see how empty they are, 
both literally and fi nancially.
But then they were so smart.

Everett Charles, Fort Lauderdale
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BROWARD’S ECONOMIC FUTURE
You are invited to be a 

part of this widely 
circulated publication 

dedicated to 
Fort Lauderdale!

The Fort Lauderdale City News is your home for your voice 
to be heard in the city. If you have an article you want to write 
about life in the city call me, Steve Kelley, at (954) 564-1308 
and let’s discuss it. Or, simply email it to the address shown 
below.

This publication is for us and by us; 

this is your chance to have a seat at the table.

Sun-Sentinel won’t publish your “letter to the editor?” 
Send it to me, Steve Kelley at steve@citynewsfl.com 

closures rates in the nation’s top 10. In 
sheer numbers, California led the nation 
with 249,513 homes in foreclosure last 
year and 66,000 bank repossessions.  

Currently, 21.5% of Broward’s ho-
meowners spend more than 50% of 
their incomes on housing.  Broward’s 
median housing price of existing sin-
gle-family homes actually rose 1.3% to 

$354,000 in October 2007 
from $349,400 in October 
2006.  Over the same pe-
riod, nationwide the me-
dian price of existing con-
dominiums rose 4.9% but 
fell 24.2% to $159,000 in 
Broward.  

According to the Flori-
da Chamber of Commerce 
and state economists, 
Broward County’s long-
term economic indicators 
remain strong.  While the 

housing market remains soft across 
the nation and state, South Florida’s 
diversified economy has a number of 
strengths.  Tourism and international 
trade continue to provide jobs and build 
businesses.  Even with our weakening 
economy, Broward County is expected 
to add people and thousands of hous-
ing units over the next ten years. 

There are several major factors con-
tributing to the desirability of living in 
Broward County – not the least of which 
is warm weather and 25 miles of attrac-
tive beaches.  While long perceived as 
a solely tourist based economy, Bro-
ward County has also been successful 
in attracting a diverse array of high-tech 
businesses which provide good jobs. Fi-
nally, Port Everglades and Fort Lauder-
dale-Hollywood International Airport 
bring not only destination travelers, but 
provide the economic engine which 
generates thousands of jobs and creates 
business.  

These are difficult times for many 
Broward residents I know.  The County 
Commission is reaching out in many 
ways to not only diversify our employ-
ment base, but provide help to those 
facing a financial crisis.  You can find 
more information on the county’s eco-
nomic forecast and housing statistics on 
the web at: www.broward.org/plan-
ningservices/demographics.htm. 

For more information on foreclosure 
assistance or for information on any ser-
vice provided by the County Commis-
sion, please call me at 954-357-7002 
or send me a message to kjacobs@bro-
ward.org. 

By Kristin Jacobs
Broward County Commission – 

District 2

Everyone, it seems, is talking about 
the economy.  Leaders in business, 
government and every neighborhood 
are all evaluating our nation, state and 
county’s resilience in the 
face of the recent real es-
tate boom and current 
bust.   

Florida and Broward 
County have not escaped 
the current foreclosure 
crisis. Our State has the 
second highest percent-
age of foreclosures in the 
nation for 2007.   Fully 
two percent of Florida’s 
homeowners are enter-
ing some stage of fore-
closure.  In Broward County the courts 
are reporting one foreclosure filing for 
every 48 households.  

In February, the County Commis-
sion approved the creation of a blue-
ribbon panel to develop recommenda-
tions which will assist property owners 
in foreclosure.  The panel will include 
County Mayor Lois Wexler, five city of-
ficials, housing experts, mortgage bank-
ers, as well as representatives from Le-
gal Aid, the United Way and the courts.  
The goal is to bring experts together to 
identify opportunities and make rec-
ommendations to address foreclosure 
prevention.  About $735,000 a year in 
federal and state aid is spent in Broward 
County on foreclosure assistance.  One 
of the goals of the blue-ribbon panel is 
to provide a unified approach between 
the County Commission and Broward’s 
cities in providing help to homeowners 
threatened by foreclosure. 

Broward’s large inventory of unsold 
new and re-sale properties is represen-
tative of Florida’s real estate market.  
The result is a downward pressure on 
real estate prices.  Yet, in a January a re-
port assessing mortgage foreclosure risk 
reported the Fort Lauderdale - Deerfield 
– Pompano area as ranked third on 
their list of low risk markets.  The high-
est risk markets were largely in the mid-
west where cities and states exhibited 
higher economic stress due to higher 
unemployment and lower than average 
wage growth.  For example, Michigan 
— a state hard hit by the downsizing 
of the auto industry —reported 87,210 
homes facing foreclosure.  Additionally, 
California, Colorado, Ohio, Georgia, Ari-
zona, Illinois and Indiana all posted fore-

ATTENTION:
FORT LAUDERDALE TAXPAYERS 

Florida Legislation Needs YOUR Support

NEW Bills have been proposed to address the 
“Illegal” Immigration CRISIS in Florida

You MUST Act!

PLEASE CALL, WRITE or FAX 
Florida State Representatives and Senators need to hear from YOU! 

URGE them to co-sponsor and support these bills. 
THESE BILLS WILL NOT BE ENACTED WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORT!

HB 73 Florida Taxpayer and Citizen Protection Act of 2008
HB 159  Florida Security and Immigration Compliance Act
SB 388  Florida Security and Immigration Compliance Act
SB 540  Felons / Enforcement of Federal Immigration Laws
SB 124  Aliens/Unauthorized Employment
HB 107  Human Smuggling

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PLEASE VISIT the following Websites for more Information: 

WWW.FLIMEN.ORG

For more information call (954) 565-6383 
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Business Announcements
Fort Lauderdale Chamber 
of Commerce Names New 
Board Chair and Members

Mark Budwig, president and found-
er of S.MARK Graphics, takes over as 
Chairman of the Board of the Directors 
of the Greater Ft. Lauderdale Chamber 

of Commerce 
starting Janu-
ary 1, 2008. 
Budwig has 
been active in 
the Chamber 
for seven years 
and has served 
on the board 
for five years. 
He said grow-

ing the membership will be a priority 
during his tenure. S.MARK Graphics is a 
Ft.Lauderdale-based, full service graphic 
design and marketing company.

In addition the Chamber an-
nounced the following new members 
to its 2008 Board. They include: Karen 
Unger, American Document Manage-
ment; Chuck Malkus, Malkus Commu-
nications; Michael Long, Broward Edu-
cation Foundation; Gregg Sjoquist, The 
Wasie Foundation; Holly Svekis, South 
Florida Business Journal; Peter Feld-
man, New Phase Realty; Robert Boo, 
Gay & Lesbian Community Center, Jan 
Northrop, Bank of America; Robert Be-
atty, Broward Times; Mercedes Hana-
bergh, Eastern Financial Florida Credit 
Union; Dan Young, Book Pros; Dev 
Motwani, Merrimac Ventures; Jennifer 
McCloskey, Elite Staffing.

About the Greater Ft. Lauderdale 
Chamber of Commerce: Founded in 
1910, the Chamber is the oldest and 
largest business organization in Bro-
ward County, and exists to maximize 
its members’ success, the community’s 
competitiveness and the area’s eco-
nomic prosperity. For more log on to 
www.ftlchamber.com.

FORT LAUDERDALE 
GARDEN CLUB SET FLOWER 

SHOW FOR MARCH 8

Fort Lauderdale Garden Club pres-
ents its annual Standard Flower Show, 
on Saturday and Sunday, March 8 and 
9, 2008, from 10 am to 4 pm daily at 
the Glenn F. Bates Garden Center, Hugh 
Taylor Birch State Park, 3109 East Sunrise 
Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale.  Admission 
is free and open to the public.

“So Proudly We Hail”, (a tribute to 
the our Flag and in honor of all Service 
Personnel dedicating their lives for our 
protection and freedom) will feature 

Gallery One Hotel Launches 
‘Jazz on the Water’ Every 

Thursday Night

Located on the southern end of Cor-
al Ridge, Vue on the WaterVue on the Water, at the Gallery 
One Doubletree Hotel, has launched  
their weekly ‘Jazz on the Water’ live mu-
sic program.  The weekly event will be 
featured on their outdoor dining terrace 

that overlooks the beautiful main Intra-
coastal of Fort Lauderdale.

“When we began the $25 million 
dollar ‘Extreme Makeover,’ it was our 
intention to offer ‘Jazz on the Water’ ev-
ery Thursday evening for the after work 
crowd,” said Chris Tompkins – Director 
of Marketing.  “Our hotel is unique in it’s 
location on the Intracoastal Waterway 
and in my opinion, our new restaurant 
has one of the best….if not the best In-
tracoastal waterfront locations in all of 
Fort Lauderdale!  As everything we do 
here is tied to artistry – tying into the 
‘gallery’ theme of  Gallery One,  the 
weekly addition of live jazz every Thurs-
day night adds another component of 
our overall artistry.”  

Since marking the hotel’s complete 
transformation, the Gold Coast Jazz So-
ciety has provided jazz ensembles for 
special events throughout this past year. 
“Those fundraising and corporate events 
generated an amazing amount of posi-
tive feedback.  Most agreed that it was 
a magical experience, being outdoors… 
watching the multi-million dollar yachts 
and smaller boats gliding by, enjoying 
food and libations and being treated to 

great, live jazz!” enthused Bill Derbins, 
Gallery One’s General Manager.  

With the hiring of a new Food & 
Beverage Director and the creative 
imagination of the management team, 
there are some exciting changes being 
implemented to take dining to a new 
level of service, food presentation and 
ambiance.  “Our outdoor dining has 
been greatly expanded with the recent 
completion of the marble and granite 
waterfront bar, two fire pits, tiki torches 
and newly introduced menu items that 
are now available on the patio, the bar, 
and the pool,” Mr. Tompkins explained.  

Other accents include a $25K out-
door lighting light system as well as an 
new ‘happy hour’ that features specialty 
and call drinks.  “Another new element 
and perhaps the most dramatic change 
will be dining in the Vue Restaurant for 
dinner.  The entrance will be surrounded 
by white gauze drapes that will have the 
look of a gentle, undulating waterscape 
that’s being projected onto it, with the 
static logo of the Vue Restaurant, creat-
ing a dramatic visual effect both inside 
and outside of the dining room.” 

For more information, call Chris 
Tompkins at (954) 335-4607.

interpretive floral designs, tablescapes, 
horticultural and educational exhibits.  
Entries to the Standard Flower Show 
are from Fort Lauderdale Garden Club 
members and judged under Standard 
rules by fully accredited judges.

Fort Lauderdale Garden Club pro-
motes the benefits of gardening for the 
individual and the environment.  Special 
emphasis is placed on involving school 
children throughout Broward County in 
hands-on gardening projects.

For more information call Sharon 
Bogard, 954-463-5334.

The Fort 
Lauderdale City 
News is FREE!

Subscription is easy - 
just send an email to 

subscribe@citynewsfl.com 
with your mailing 

address and you’ll be 
promptly added to our list.

Or, call (954) 564-1308

CCall Garry Thani 
(954) 893-9540 or  

(954) 444-7788  

We can fix any computer problem!
All Computer Repairs -  Your home or Office!
Fast Service! 
Hardware Upgrades 
Virus Detection/Protection 
Spyware & adware 
removal! 
New computer setup 
Data Recovery & Backup 
Home/Office Network 
Systems—Wireless! 
Affordable systems 
starting at $599 

And much, much more!
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Harbor Beach

ARCHITECTURE • DESIGN/BUILD • GENERAL CONTRACTING • OWNER’S REP SERVICES
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  J u s t e n  S h i f f

1 1 0 3  E . L a s  O l a s  B l v d . •  F t .  L a u d e r d a l e  •  9 5 4 . 4 6 3 . 8 9 0 0  X 2 0 3  •  w w w . s h i f f . c o m

Ask about our commercial construction division.

T h e  S h i f f  G r o u p

Las Olas Fort Lauderdale Beach Harbor Beach

Las Olas Sheppard Estates Las Olas Villaggio di Las Olas
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Get Jazzed on the waterfront every Thursday evening, 6 -10 pm,
with live Jazz bands in a chic, tropical, outdoor setting.

Enjoy cocktails, appetizers & dinner specials under
the stars at the exciting Vue on the Water

Restaurant & Bar on the Intracoastal.

Heat up
your
Thursday
evenings
with the
sound of
cool jazz
& hot fun
under the
stars.....

2670 East Sunrise Blvd | 954.565.3800 | www.VueOnTheWater.com

For reservations call 
954.565.3800  Ext 112
Valet parking available - $5

www.VueOnTheWater.com Located in the Gallery One Doubletree


